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Legtslntibe Assembly,
Wednesduay, 7tk October, 1898,

Motion : Lenve of Absence—Industrial Statistics Bill:
first rending—Jury Act Amendment Bill: frst
reading—Fublic Health Act Amendment Bill: frst
reading—Ealgoorlie-Manzies Railwey Bill : first
reading-—Cue-Nannine Rn.ilwufr Bill : Arst reading—
Perth Rocecourse Railway Bill: first reading—York-
Greenlills Railwny Bill : first reading—Kalgoorlie-
Kanownn Railway Bill : first resding—Supplemen-
tary Order: Additional sitting days—Motion: Joint
Conunittce re Hansard reporting—Motion : Proposed
Roilway to Norsemon Goldfield (withdrawn)—
Motion: Observance of holidnys—Motion : District
aed Central Wineries (withdrowun)—Motion: Pro-
Elosed Purchose of Great Southern Railway and

ands—Australasion Federation Enabling Bill:
third reading--TLoans Cousolidntion Bill: in com-
mittee—Adjournment,

Tre SPEAKER took the chair at 4-30
o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

MOTION—LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On the motion of the PrEmirR, further
leave of absence for one fortnight was
granted to the members for East Kim.
berley (Mr. Connor) and Plantagent (Mr.
Hassell).

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS BILL.
Introduced by the ATTORNEY GENERAL,
and read a first time,

JURY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by the ATTORNEY GENERAL,
and read a tirst time.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Introduced by the ATToRNEY GENERAL,
and read a first time.

KALGOORLIE-MENZIES RAILWAY
BILL.

Introduced by the PrEmMIER, and read
a first time.
CUE-NANNINE BEAILWAY BILL.
Introduced by the CommIsSIONER oOF
RarLways, and read a first time.

PERTH RACECOURSE RAILWAY BILL.

Introduced by the CoMMISSIONER OF
Rammways, and read a first time.
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YORK-GREENHILLS RAILWAY BILL.

Tntroduced by the CoMMISSIONER OF
Rarvways, and read a first time.

KALGOORLIE-EANQWNA RAILWAY
BILL.

Introduced by the CommissioNER oF
Ratnways, and read a first time.

SUPPLEMENTARY ORDER—ADDI.
TIONAL SITTING DAYS.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest),
it accordance with notice, moved “ That
in order to expedite public business, the
House shall, in addition to those days
already provided for by Sessional Order,
meet upon Mondays and Fridays, at
the usual time, for the remainder of
the present session (unless otherwise
ordered).” He said the time had arrived
when every effort should be made to
bring the session to a close, and the extra
gitting days would perhaps not be too
inconvenient for hon. members,

Question put and passed.

MOTION—JOINT COMMITTEE re
“HANSARD" REPORTING,

Tae PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest),
in accordance with notice, moved * That
in accordance with the recommendation
contained in the report of the « Hansard
Committee, arrangements be made during
the recess to place the ‘“ Hansard” re-
porting staff on a permanent and efficient
basis; and that the Library Committee,
acting jointly with the ILibrary Cow-
mittee of the TLegislative Council, be
requested to take this matter into consid-
eration, with a view to giving effect to
the above recommendation.” He said:
Everyone will agree that this is necessary,
in order to place the reporting of both
Houses of Parliament on as good a
footing as possible, and in order also that
as much publicity as possible should be
given to the reports of the debates in
both Houses for the information of the
people of the colony. The Library Com-
mittee, to which it is proposed to refer
this matter, is a body appomted by both
Houses, and the members of it are all very
suitable persons to discuss and arrange
this mutter. It is better to appoint the
Library Committee than to appeint a
fresh committee; and probably the same
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members would be appointed on the fresh
committee, if we were to decide on that
course as being preferable. I will take
this opportunity of saying that, although
difficulties did occur at the beginning of
the session in regard to the reporting of
the debates in this House, yet I may say
that the arrangements which bhave been
made, as far as the reporting is concerned,
are wmost satisfactory. I have had
‘* proofs ” sent to me of all the speeches
and remarks I have made during the
session, and I must say the reports are
most excellent—scarcely a correction at
all has had to be made by me; therefore
I think we have, at any rate, beon able to
secure nost efficient reporters for the
work. L beg to move the motion.

Mxz. ILLINGWORTH : I also desire
to express my satisfaction, so far as the
reporting is concerned; but I think, in
reference to bringing out the “Hansard "
reports, the intention of the select com-
mittee which inguired into the matter
recently, and made a recommendation
which was adopted by this House, has
not been carried out in the smallest
degree. I do say the ** Hansard” reports
should e brought out in small numbers,
twice a week 1f possible, in order that
these full reports of Parliamentary de-
bates may be sent to newspapers in the
different districts which hon. members
represent, so that the local papers may
be able to deal with local parliamentary
matiers of interest to themselves as scon
as possible after the debates have taken
place. T find that the * Hapsard” re-
ports in pamphlet form have not been
published for weeks together, instead of
our baving the printed reports at short
intervals as we expected, as a result of
the recommendation of the select com-
mittee. Then, I hardly think the com-
mittee which the Premier has proposed
is the best committee we can appoint to
deal with this matter, for I do think this
is a matter which ought to be placed in
the hands of a special committee, repre-
sentative of both sides of the House.
There is a good deal of arrangement
required in conuection with this matter,
and the whole question needs to be dis-
cussed from a standpoint perbaps dif-
ferent from the standpoint from which it
has been dealt with in times past. I
certainly think a committee should be
appointed, but I do not think the Library
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Committee is the committee in whose
hands this watter should fall in the
present case. I do mnot know the mem-
bers of the Library Committee, and
I am not speaking personally. The
principle I object to is that these ses-
sionul committees are practically nom-
inated by the Government, whereas this
question relates to the whole House, and it
1s a committee representative of the whole
House that we should appoint for this
purpose. The matter which is to be
referred to the committee is one in which
every member is interested; and a com-
mittee to deal with an inportant matter
like this should uot Le one nominated by
the Government, but sbould be selected by
‘Whatever the Premier may
think of my objection to his motion, I
am taking the opportunity of expressing
my owu opinion of it; and I say this isa
committee that ought to be selected from
the whole House, because this guestion of
making proper arrangements for reporting
thedebatesin Hansard" isone thataffects
every member of the House, and ought to
interest every member. Therefore I say
the House ought to have the appointment
of the committee, and it ought not to be
a commitiee nominated by the Govern-
ment.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL: I do not see that
it matters much, and T do not know what
the hon. member is driving ut. T think
the members of the committee, whether
nominated by the Government or
appointed by the House in some other
way, are certain to give their attention to
the atter which is referred to them,
and it is hardly worth while objecting to
the motion now before us.

Me. IvrineworTH: I object that the
committee proposed by the Premier is a
nominated committee. Pursuant to what
I have said, I now move that the words
“the Library Committee,” where they
occur in the motion, be struck out with a
view of inserting the words “a Select
Committee ” in hen thereof.

Tee PREMIER: In explanation, T
would like to inform the hon. member
and the House that the reason I sug-
gested the Library Commttec is because
it is a committee empowered hy the
Standing Orders to sit at any time when
the House is not sitting, and, therefore,
it could sit during the recess, and deal
with this matier. No doubt we could
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give the same power to a new commnittee,
and there is not much in the point. Hon.
members do not feel so strongly abous
this that they should object to the Library
Committee undertaking this duty, and I
may say I do not know who the members
of the Library Committee are, but I have
no doubt they were carefully selected.

Me. TRAYLEN: One argument in
favour of the Library Committce under-
taking this duty will, perhaps, weigh
with the hon. member for Nanuine, and
it is that this is the plan pursued in the
Victorian Parliament.

Mer. ILLINGWORTH : Not an argu.
ment in this case. If thereis no seconder
my amendment will go down.

Mr. WOOD : T will second the amend-
ment of the hon. member.

Tue SPEAKER : T should like to take
this opportunity of saying that the
reason why the weekly issue of the
‘“Hansard” reports has been retarded,
as I am informed by the Government
Printer, 15 that some hon. members do
not return the “ proofs” promptly, so
that the work may be gone on with, and
until the Printer has the corrected
“proofs” returned to him he cannot
issue the printed pamphlets. I am told
that 1s the reason why there has been
any delay.

Tug PREMIER : The Printer told us
at first that he was not prepared for the
work. As to the amendment of the hon,
member, I think he is pursuing this
question further than is necessary. The
Government, as everyone knows, in select-
ing the TLibrary Committee and other
committees at the beginning of the sassion,
nominated the members in a formal
manner, and the sessional committees are
not appointed with any party view. As
I have said, I do not know who are the
members of the Library Commitiee at
present. I have no doubt they were
chosen because they occupied high posi-
tions in this House, and the same course
will have been pursued in the Upper
House. The Library Committee has
power to sit during the recess, and it
can therefore deal with a matter of this
kind after the session has closed. The
argument used by the hon. memberastothe
Library Commiittee being one appointed
by the Government might apply with
perhaps more force if the Government had
a direct interest in the matter, and were
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trying to get the support of hon, members
in order to make use of the majority
which the Government usually have in
this House, for influencing the appoint-
ment of a counmittee. Personally, I do
not care about the selection of this com-
mittee. I shall be glad if we can agree to
appoint a committee with a due propor-
tion of Opposition members on it—in
fact, I would not care if all its members
were laken from the Opposition side of
the House; for I feel sure that, whatever
body of gentlemen be appointed for the
present purpose, they will do their best
to secure that which we desire. Seeing
that we have a Library Committee already,
I think the House will agree that it will
be convenient to refer this matter to that
conunitiee.

Mxr. LOTON: I believe the Library
Committee consists of the Speaker, the
Chairman of Committees, and another
member. [THE PremMieEr: Mr. Harper,
I think.] In reference to two members
of that committee, and I do not know who
the third is, I think we could not possibly
select more suitable men, for they occupy
the highest positions which this House
can place them in; and the committee is
one that is empowered to carry on busi-
ness during the recess, as well as during
the sesston. When appointed, T hope the
committee will ge imto the printing
department and see M some removation
can be effected there. It seems to me
that if about hall of the hands in the
department were dismissed and a different
management were put into it, the work
could be done more cheaply, though T
do not say it could be done better. I
believe the place is altogetherovermanned,
according to what I can hear outside.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the motion passed, Mr. Tllingworth dis-
senting.

MOTION—PROPOSED RAILWAY TO
NORSEMAN GOLDFIELD.

Mr. MOQRAN, in acrordance with
notice, moved—* 1. That, in the opinion
of this House, it is desirable that a rail-
way line should be constructed from
Esperance Bay to Norseman forthwith.
2. That if the Government do not choose
to undertake the work, they should be
empowered to grant permission to private
persons to build the line.”” He said: At
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the present day, the chief subject of con-
sideration by the public is the construction
of railways to different parts of our
goldfields. These matiers have for some
time agitated the public mind, especially
with regard to railways in the more
northern parts of our goldfields, in the
way of a continuation of the present
trunk line from the cenires of Coolgardie
and Kalgourlic on to DMenzies. The
whole of these schemes, so far, have
been considered in regard to the vast
electorate which I have the honour to
represent ; and the present motion deals
also with a part of my electorate. It is
my duty, as well as wmy pleasure, as
representing the different parts of these

vagt goldfields, to impress upon _this,

House the necessity for giving railway
communication te those centres that we
know are going to be permaneunt gold-
fields. The favour which T have to ask
for the southern portion of my clectorate,
Norseman and Dundas, is the same as T
have had the pleasure of asking for and
have had granted to other districts. It
may net be unwise at the present moment
to institute a comparison, or several com-
parisons, in reference to this matter.
When the Southern Cross line was con-
structed, that centre was not in a more
promising condition than is the Norsemnan
goldfield to-day. In fact, I question
whether the Southern Cross goldfield at
that time was in as favourable a post-
tion as the Norseinan and Dundas fields
are to-day. This much we are certain
of, and on this point I challenge contra-
diction, that there is more foreign eapital
available for the development of Norse-
man and Dundas goldfields by very many
hundreds of thousands of pounds, than
was set apart for the Southern Cross
field when we built the Southern Cross
line. In other words, I do not believe
a single penny of ontside capital had
been invested in the Southern Cross
goldfield at the time this House decided
to build the ruilway to Southern Cross.

Twe Premier : Nonsense! You are
wrong.

Mr. MORAN: I do not think I am
wrong, for 1 am speaking of English
capital invested in the Southern Cross
goldfield. At that time, ome or two
Adelaide companies and two or three
West Australian companies were in-
terested in that field ; and all honour is
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due to those companies for having stuck
to the Southern Cross ficld as they did,
and for having paved the way for the
great developments that bave since taken
place. T may point out that, for the de.
velopment of the Norsemun and Dundas
roldfields, there is the enormous sum of
£2,000,000 nominal capital provided by
British and French investors.

Me, A. Forrest: How much of that
is working capital ?

Mr. MORAN: The member for West
Kimberley has only recenily returned
from the “little village,” and uo one
kuows hetter than he does how much of
that nominal capital comes to Australia,
and he knows as well us I do the value of
the statement I am making,  We can
ouly look at this watter from the point of
view that a huge amount of English
capital is to be provided for the develop-
ment of the Norseman goldfield. In
addition to this English capital, how-
ever, a great deal of which I must
admit hag not been applied in the hest
way in West Australia, we have a number
of Adelaide and Melbourne companies
with large interests at Norseman and
Dundas. Then we have Dr. Simon, who
has invested largely in that ficld. We
all know that Dr. Simon is an earnest
mining man, and that when be says heis
prepared to spend £50,000 in development
works, he will spend twenty shillings in
the pound of thut money. He is the
owner of a large number of mines on the
Norseman tield, and is prepared to’
spend a large amount of French capital
in placing machinery on his mines, and
in other development work. As T have
said, there is, in addition to this Englisbh
and French capital, a. large amount of
capital from Adelaide and Melbourne
invested in this field; and we know that
Adelaide and Melbourne capital is always
applied in the right direction, and that
the nominal capital is low and the pro-
portion for working expenses is high,
The Norseman goldfield, therefore, has
every prospect of being rapidly developed,
provided the mines there are given the
same facilities of transit that are given
to the other goldfields. I may mention,
in connection with this motion, the
various actual developments that have
taken place on this Norseman goldfield,
and I do this because I think the House
will consider this motion upon its actual



916 Proposed Railway

merits. Hon. members will not, I believe,
take into consideration al all personal
interests; and I, therefore, present the
facts so that the House may come to a
fair conclusion with regard to my motion.
I have received o telegram from
Mr. Arthur Austin, Chairman of the
Norseman Railway League, in which he
Bays :i—

“ League heartily supports your action, and
emphasises the necessibty for immediate con-
struction of the line, by the Government pre-
ferred ; if not, then by private firms. Desir-
able mine yielded 4000zs, smelted gold from
200 tons, Friday, making total 8000zs. from 417
tons. Scotchman has erushed 1,500 tons for
1,500028 smelted gold. Mawson’s Reward,
15-head stamps, starts 15th October. We have
20-head stamps now running ; 35-head ready in
a few weeks, and 40-hend en route; Dr. Simon
has ordered 60-head, making total 155 ready
before Christmas. Railway means prosperity;
no railway, stagnation. Cost of freight pre-
vents many other mines erecting machinery.
Local capitalists, independent of number out-
side firins, are prepared to construct line if
Government decline. Wire if further par-
ticulars required.”

It will be observed that in this telegram
it is stated that from one mine they
have got 4000zs. of smelted gold from
200 toms, and 900o0zs. from 417 tons,
and that the TUnited Scotchmaun has
crushed 1,500 tons for 1,5000z. of
gold, a return which I consider to be
remarkable. When we divest mining of
all the fiction that usually hangs around
it, and come down to a business basis, we
shall realise the fact that one ouunce to
the ton is almost a world’s record. There
ia only one field in the world that has
consistently turned out over an ounce to
the ton, and that is Charters Towers, in
Quecnsland.  Ballarat, which has so
largely enriched the world's supply of
gold, has not come up to an ounce to the
ton, neither have Bendigo or the fields in
South Australia or New South Wales.
At Mount Morgan, Queensland, they
have excecded an ounce to the ton; but
that is & single mine, and it is only at
Charters Towers where they have sne-
ceeded in getting an average reaching so
high as loz. 2dwt. to the ton. The hig
field of South Africa, which holds the
record for yield of gold, has reached an
average of from 10 to 12dwts., and of this
only about 6 dwts. comes from the plates,
the remainder heing obtained by chlori-
nation and eyaniding of the tailings. It
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will be seen, therefore, that when we are
told the United Secotchman yielded
1,6000z. from 1,500 tons, a very satisfac-
tory state of things exists at the Norseman
field; and the yield of the Desirable
Mine, 200 tons for 4000z., may be taken
to he doubly satisfactory. These facts
and figures are more eloguent than any
words I might use, and should receive the
consideration of hon. members, even if
the sentimental nspects of the question
do not. Here is another telegram I have
received :—

‘“Esperance-Norseman Railway League give

you hearty support. If Government afraid
constrect railway, Dr, Simon tells me he is
willing to do so. Hia company hag cabled him
to apply for concession immediately, Harvey
Patterson also here willing lay line, and hand
it back to Government in ten years time for
nothing. Surely Premier cannot refuse to
build line or give consent to private enterprise.
Wish you every success.”
The Premier, of course, knows the value
of promises made by persons secking con-
cessions, and we have all in our ex-
perience of the world seen such promises
broken. ‘We may or may not believe in
the bond fides of these people; but it is
easy to require them to make a deposit
of £20,000, forfeitable if they fail to
carry ouf their propesals, If I were
asked to undertake this work, and if the
Government asked for a deposit of
£20,000, T do not think I eould find that
money within ten mioutes, but I feel sure
I could do so within a week. The tele-
gram sgays that Harvey Patterson is pre-
pared to build the line and hand it back
to the Government at the end of ten
years, and that seems a very liberal pro-
posal. From the Mayor of Norseman I
have received the following telegram :—

# Council strongly supports you in bringing
forward motion re Esperance-Norseman Rail-
way. If Government will not construet rail-
way, insist on them granting permission to
private individuals to do so. The fact of
three proposals from private firtus heing before
them proves nundoubtedly that the field war-
runts the construction of a railway, and that
it will prove profitable.”

‘We have here two statements deliberately
made by the people of Norseman, and
those statements were also made by the
deputation that waited on the Govern-
ment from  Esperance and Norseman a
few weeks ago, to the effect that private
enterprise is ready to undertake this
work, The people of Esperance and
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Norseman- would prefer a Government
line, and it is admitted that the majority
of the members of this House and the
people as a whole do object to private
enterprise in regard to railways. This is
a decision that has been come to not
only by the House but also by the Govern-
ment. In the past, where railways have
been built by private enterprise, there
has been a grant of land given with the
conecession, and there has also heen a
right of purchase by the Government on
a valuation. Here we have, however, a
man like Dr. Simon, prepured to con-
struct the line; and another man, Mr.
Harvey Patterson, who is not only pre-
pared to construct the ling, but to hand
it back to the Government ab the end of
ten years. The statement is deliberately
made iIn each case, and I would also
poiat out that no concession is asked for
beyond a strip of land for the laying of
the rails. I now come to a third offer
which has been made, and I must admit
that the representative of the company
making it has been instrumental in ask-
ing me to bring this matter before the
House. I refer to an offer which has
been Jaid before the Government by Mr.
Moule, an es-member of Parliament in
South Australia, on behalf of South Aus-
tralian capitalists. Mr. Moule proved
his bond fides by offering to deposit the
substantial sum of £10,0600 in the hands
of the Government. The Premier will he
able to put me right if I am wroung in
any of the statements I make. Mr.
Moule has told me he is quite willing to
hand the Government his cheque for
£10,000, guaranteed by a bank, if he is
given the right to build a railway from
Esperance te Norseman, and that he
would forfeit that £10,000 if he did not
carry out the work immediately.

Tae Premier: I do not remember
it; it may be so.

Mg. MORAN: T am perfectly safe in
asserting that Mr. Moule is prepared to
do this. Even if the Government are
not prepared to allow private enterprise to
undertake this work, these offers should
certainly be considered in the light of a
guide as to the commerciul aspeets of the
proposed railway. Mr. Moule's offer is a
very straightforward one. He does not
ask for a concession, beyond the right to
lay down his rajls over the country be-
tween BEsperance and Norseman, and he
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gives the Government the right to pur-
chase at any time. Further than that,
he undertakes to ercct a hattery of 200
head of stampers at Esperance Bay. The
Norseman field is suffering from w dearth
of water, like the other goldfields of the
colony, und Sir Joha Forrest’s Mount
Burges scheme will not be of any service
to Norseman, nor do we know of any
other scheme likely to be so good for the
field of Norseman, as the construction of
a railway and the crushing of the ore at
the port. Mr. Moule guarantees to erect
this battery, and I am sure any other
company would give the same guarantee;
and 1f two bundred head of stampers
was not enough, two hundred more could
be erected, and one thousand if necessary.
Further, Mr. Moule offers to give the
Ctovernment the right to fix the maximum
ruilway rate per ton to be charged on the
proposed railway. If it will pay private
enterprise to build this line, it will pay
the Government to do so, for I do not
helieve that private enterprise could get
better results out of our railways than we
are getting now. The motion I have
placed hefore the House deserves the
deliberate consideration of hon. members,
and I feel that members will recognise it
contains a reasonable and fair request.
The motion may be treated with silence;
but I do not think, in that case, the old
adage, “Silence gives conseni,” would
apply. I should, however, be justified in
those circumsiances in assuming that the
arguments put forward in favour of the
line were unanswerable.  If the position
could not he met by my opponents, and
if the obstacles could not he got over,
then, in colloguial phrase, it is better to
“say nothing and chew grass’”” 'The
motion I have laid before the House is
divided into two parts, and I should like
to ask the Speaker if the opinion of the
House can he taken on each part
separately—first on part one, and, if
desirable, also on part two.

TrE SpeEAkER: If the House does not
object, you can do that.

Mr. MORAN: I should like hon.
members of this House to say whether or
not they are desirous of considering the
question of giving Norseman a railway.
If they are in favour of that proposal,
then we can strike out the second part of
the motion which deals with private
enterprise  undertaking the work. I
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should also be willing for any member to
move the striking out of the word “forth-
with,” lewving the first part of the notion
as u general expression of opinion that it
is desirable this railway should be con-
structed. There is, I beliove, every sub-
stantial indication that Western Aus-
tralia has another important goldfield at
Norgeman, and we must once and for all
face the question of giving that field a
raillway. I may say I am, like others
here, interested in Perth and Fremantle
but we have to look broadly ut this ques-
tion of giving Esperance and Norseman
a railway, and in the light of day. We
are building up a colony, and we are
constrncting railways to varions parts of
the colony, and we are not prepared to
open Bsperance Bay for the whole of the
traffic of the Eastern goldfields. I am
prepared to say we should not open
Bsperance Bay to the whole of that
traffic, and I would ask whether any
single colony has opened her ports so us
to give the trade to other colonies. It is
fashionable to say the people of this por-

tion of Western Australia are conserva- .

tive, but I might mention that Queens-
land has steadfastly refused to allow
South Australia to cross the border, and
thereby take trade from Brishane, and
that refusal will never be withdrawn,
Victoria has not allowed New South
Wales to take uway her trade, and I do
not, think we are constituted differcntly
from the people of Queensland or Vie-
toria. I, for one, would bitterly resent
the throwing open of the goldﬁclds to
the enterprise of the eastern colonies.
We are spending a million of money
in wmaking a harbour at Fremantle,
and this House would be fully justi-
fied in refusing and continuing to ve-
fuse to carry the railway from
Norseman to Coulgardie. I for one
would strongly object if this railway
were carried on as far as Coolgardie. We
would not be justified in opening up a
new port to de the trade of the goldfields,
when we have indebted ourselves so
heavily in these parts for the same pur-
pose. Holding these views, I think we
can get over the difticulty by building a
2ft. rauge line from Esperance to
Norseman. Such a line would satisfy
the people of Norseman, for I have put
the question divectly to them, and they
said they would be certainly prepared to
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nccept a line of that gange. They are
reasonable people, and are pu,p.m,d tu
accept & moderate concession; and if, in
future, the development of the field
warranted the construction of a broad-
gauge line, the 2ft. gange could be lifted.
Such o narrow-gauge line would be the
hest protection to the vested interests of
this part of the colony, and at the same
time it would serve the best interests of
the Norseman goldfield. Esperance Bay s
the port of the Norseman field, and that
field is entitled to communication by rail
of some sort; but the Norseman people
are not entitled to u line to Coolgardie.
The Government have already done for
the Norseman people more than any
other Australian Government have done
for o goldficld. I place this matter in
the hands of members, and ask for an
expression of opinion upon it. We can-
not ignore if, and if we are unable to
give the people of Norseman a railway
now, we can at any rate give them some
hope.

Mg. COOKXWORTHY : I
motion.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : If there is no
objection on the part of the House, this
motion may be taken in two parts, us
desired by the member for Yilgarn.

Mu. MORAN: T desire to strike out
the word * forthwith ” from the motion.

Tur SPEAKER: The hon. member
cannot nmend his own motion.

Mgr. MORAN : I ask some other mem-
ber to do so.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : The position
placed before this House by the member
for Yilgarn is very different from the
one that appears in his motton as it
stands on the Notice Paper. In his
speech, the hon. member desires that a
railway from Esperance Bay to Norse-
man shall be made at some time, but
his wotion asks the House to affirm that
it is desirable the construction of the
line shall be undertaken * forthwith.”
This is a very different position, because
the railway will huve to be provided for
sooner or later, either out of the general
revenue or out of that small lean which
we have entered upon for this year—1I
medn that it is the largest loan authorised
in one yedr on any part of the
earth. [THE Primier: Oh,no.] What
is the use of talking like that? Tt is &
loan of £50 per head of the population

second the
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of the colony, and it takes the record for
the amount of borrowing in any one
year. Of course we are making history,
and making railways, but what I desire
is that we may not be making mistakes
as well as public works. I would simply
say, in regard to the motion, that T
should like to adopt its language in
regard to other portions of the colony,
and would be glad to add these words:
“That, in the opinion of this House, it
is desirable that a railway line should
be constructed from Mount Magnet to
Lawlers, from Port Hedland through the
Pilbarra goldfields, and for the extension
of the Naonine railway to Peak Hill”
We might go round the colony and find
most excellent centres having first-class
prospects calling for thé making of
railways, and these railways will doubt-
less be undertaken and should be under.
taken. I do not think this House or
the Government is in a position to say
that it is undesirable the lines I have
mentioned shall not be made some day.
I should like to add these railways for
the places T have mentioned to the
motion, and also to make it express the
opinion that it is desirable to cobstruct
a line to any other place which any other
member may desire to add to this ex-
pression of opinion. Now the question
presents itself to my mind in this way,
that seeing we have committed the coun-
try and this House to immense under-
takings which the Public Works Depurt-
ment, is nnable to carvy out because of
their magnitude and number, what then
is to be gained by affirming this motion ?
In the first place, I want te amend it
by striking out the word “ forthwith,” but
there is not the slightest doubt that it is
desirable to construct a railway from
Esperance Bay to Norseman ; there is not
the slightest doubt this line must be
constructed, and that before long. The
member for Yilgarn asks that, if the
Government do not wish to undertake
the work, they shall allow a private com-
pany to do so; but before I came to this
House, and when I was seeking election,
I laid it down that the national system
of railways was the proper one for this
colony, and I have never been able to get
my mind from that proposition, notwith-
standing the liberal proposal stated by
the member for Yilgarn, that the private
undertakers of the line would permit the
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' Government to take it over in 10 years
time. In the Australian colonies it has
heen decided that the railways shall bhe
owned by the State; and any departure
from that rule would necessarily e a
dangerous and difticult one, and T helieve
this House will not deem it wise to give
any concessions to a private company to
consiruct a railway. The construction
of a line from Esperance Bay to Norse-
man involves the very important question
whether the line is to go on to Coolgardie
—in other words, whether Esperance Bay
or Fremantle is to be the seaport for the
Eastern goldfields. It is useless for us
to shut our eyes to the fact that, if the
line were to be made to Norseman, in
a very little while it would go on to
Coolgardie. No power on earth could
.stop 1t, and the people who are agitating
for this line know it. I am perfectly
satisfied of that. Now if we come
to the guestion of natiomal policy, are
we going to establish in the colony
another Midland Company's line, simply
for the convenience of the other colonies ?
That is the question that has to be dis-
cussed—the question of the intercolonial
trade with the goldfields of the Yilgarn
district, and as hon. members know, is
the question Iying bebind the con-
struction of this line. There is a
certnin  amount of fraffic which, 1in
course of time, will npaturally flow
into those goldfields from ihe port of
Esperance Bay, and this traffic will have
to be provided for. But if, by the
construction of 4 ratlway from Esperance
Bay to Coolgardie, Esperance Bay is to
become the port of the Eastern goldhields,
what is to become of the railway system
we have Dhuilt up from the port of Fre-
mantle, and of the costly harbour works
which we are carrying out at Fremantle
in order to make Fremantle the great
port of the colony? What of the
£5,000,000 of money which we are going
to spend upon supplying water to the
Eastern goldfields 7 [Tre PreEMIER :
£2,500,000.] Oh, yes; I always double
such figures. [Tme Premier: Itis not
fair] It is quite fairr. Is it wise
for us to divert the whole of the
trafic of these fields to another
port—to divert the trade of Fremantle
and the Eastern goldfields to Esperance
Bay ? That is a national question. T
know I am expressing the thoughts of
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hon. members and of the people of
this coleny, and not particularly my
constituents—for, on this question, which
does not affect my electorate, I am
perfectly independent, for my constituents
expect the transcontinental railway to go
from Geraldton, and are not at all con-
cerned in this question of a railway from
Esperance. 1 am only expressing the
thoughts of the people of the colony
when I ask: Are we going to establish
another expensive port at Esperance for
the benefit of the sister colonies? The
next question is: Is it desirable, in the
interests of the fields, that we should
carry the water to the ore, instead of the
ore to the water 7 That is another ques-
tion that is lying behind the proposal to
make a line from Esperance Bay to
Novseman. If it is decided that the ore
should be brought to the water instoad
of the water being taken to the ove, then
there is an admirable reason why
Esperance should be made a port, and it
would be worth while for the Government
to expend the money that is necessary for
the construction of a line from Esperance
Bay to Norseman, for the purpose of
putting to a practical test the question
whether the ore of the Eastern goldfields
can be treated at the coast in such & way
as to render it of national value. The
cost of constructing this line would not
be so very great to men who are interested
in the goldfields, and in ascertaining
whether the ore should be brought to the
water or the water to the ore. If the
railway brought down ore for treatment
with salt water—not fresh water—and if
the result were successful, it would be of
untold value to this colony, and we should
accomplish it at no great cost. If the
motion which is now before the House
were carried, and supposing this principle
were established, other ore would naturally
find its way Southward. If the railway
be constructed, as it will ome day
be constructed, it would open up other
railways, and we should have direct com-
munication for the particular purpose of
bringing down the ore. But this is not
the time to enter fully into the whole
guestion. I think it is possible for the
Government to consider, at the earliest
date, this greater question than the mere
question of constructing a line from
Esperance Bay to Norseman—the ques.
tion whether the ore shall be taken to
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the water or the water to the ore? That
this question can be so easily tested, and
cheaply tested, is part of the considera-
tion of this particular railway. Conse-
quently, although I am aoxious, very
auxious, to have a railway made from
Magnet to Tawlers, I think the Govern-
ment should give their attention to con-
gidering the desirablencss of constructing
this particular line from Esperance Bay.

Tug Premier: You are doing very
well.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The object of
this line would be to test the question
which 1 have put to the House.

Tue Premier: You can test it now.

Mr., ILLINGWORTH : As we have
been told that Dr. Simons is prepared
to make the railway, and if he were
allowed to do so, the testing of this
question of the treatment of ore at a
port would be in the hands of those best
able to test it. The question would be
tested without cost to the State. Dr.
Simon's company would solve the gues-
tion for the whole ¢olony. I think it is
worth while constructing this line, in
order to have the result of the testing of
this question; and, consequently, from
this standpoint, I say the Government
ghould seriously and earnestly counsider
the desirableness of constructing this
piece of line, with the primary object of
testing the question whether the watler
should be taken to the ore or the ore be
broughtto the water. I have very great
pleasnre in supporting the first part of
this motion, for the reason I have endea-
voured to bring before the House. I
now move, as an amendment, that the
word ¢ forthwith™ be struck out of the
first part of the wmotion.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
The hon. member who brought forward
this motion mnust have known pretty well
that there was not the slightest chance
pf his carrying it. I think anyone who
has listened to the second speaker, the
member for Nannine, must have come to
the conclusion that he was blowing hot
and cold in regard to this matter.
Firstly, he asked : Was it likely that the
colony, having gone to considerable ex-
pense in opening up the great port of
Fremantle, was going to open up another
port for the trade of the Eastern gold-
fields? To that, he said “No.” Then
he wound up his speech by advocating
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that we should open up the port of
Fsperance Bay, by bnilding a railway
from it. The hon. member's reasons
were, I think, more ridiculous than any-
thing else. He said his reasons for
making a line from Esperance to Norse-
man were in order that the ore of the
Norseman goldfield should be tested with
salt water, and that in order to test it we
should spend £300,000 in building a
ratlway to Norseman. I think those who
have lived on the goldfields have had
more experience of what salt water will
do, in extracting gold, than to find it
necessary to huild a railway 120 miles
long in order to do it. The speech of
the hon. member was a most inconsistent,
one... The opinion of the Government. in
regard to this matter is thoroughly well
known to the people of Norseman, to the
people of Esperance Bay, and I think to
the people of the colony. Moreover, T
think it is known to the hon. member
who intreduced this motion. The Go-
vernment, have had several deputations-——
cne from HEsperance Bay, another from
Norseman—in regard to this matter, and
we have given our opinion as a Govern-
ment in reference to it. Our opinion, as
given a short time ago to the deputation
which came from HEsperance Bay, and
also to the deputation which represented
Norseman, was that the nutput of gold
from the Norseman goldfields did not
justify us in the construction of this
railway. There is no doubt that there
are also many political reasons surround-
ing this question of a railway from
Norseman to Esperance Bay; and I do
not know that we ought, in this colony,
to quite ignore political reasons in deal-
ing with a matter of this sort. Of course
there are people who wounld say, “ The
railway will pay; let us build it.” But
if, by building that railway, we are to
injure interests thut have grown up in
another place, at great expense, we
have to consider that question; and I
bave not the slightest doubt that, when the
time arrives for deciding that question,
the Parliament of the country, whoever
may be the members composing it, will
deal with the question. I have to say
that we have not to deal with that
matter at the present time. The opinion
of the Government is that the gold out-
put from Norseman does not justify the
construction of a railway; and in regard
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to the second proposition, though we are
only dealing with ene thing, I think, the
opinion of the Government is that the
circumstances do not justify the con-
struction of a railway. Further, when
we come to deal with it practically, we
shall have to consider all the pelitical
conditions that surround the question,
As to the statement of the member for Yil-
garn that there are local capitalists willing
to build this line, of course we all know
that the hon. member could geta hundred
people in the ¢ity of Perth who would
undertake to build this line, so long as a
large deposit bas not to be put down.
Sometimes a deposit is necessary in a
foolish transaction, and then it is not

_often that these people succeed. in raising.

the required deposit. The hon. member
wants us to say whether the Government
will propose this railway to Norseman,
or whether we will not. 'Well, my opinion
is that there 1s no necessity at the present
moment to say anything about it. There
is no doubt that, at the present time, this
House is not prepared to agree to the
construgtion of that railway; and as that
is the case, why should we commit our-
selves in regard to it? Why should the
House pass aresolution that it is desirable
to build a railway to a certain place,
when the House is not prepared to carry
out the work? It seems to me this is a
mischievous motion, because it raises
the hopes of people which will not be
fulfilled, and it therefore does more harm
than good. I do not see that we should
pass resolntions in such cases, and com-
mit ourselves to saying thal 1s desirable
to coustruct this railway. I do not think
this House would approve of the Govern-
mentresolving, during the recess, to under-
take this work, and to justify its action
by saying, “ We have the authority of the
House that the constiuction of a line
from Esperance Bay to Norseman is
desirable.” Tf the Govermmnent were to
say : “The House has aflirmed the de-
sirability of this railway, and therefore
we will undertake it in the recess,”
what would the House think of us as a
Government ?  Hon. members counld not
say we had not carried out the wish of
this House, because we could say it had
been affirmed by a resolution of the
House, that it was desirable this railway
should be cobstructed, and therefore we
had carried out the work. I am sure the



922 Proposed Railway
House will not be willing to put its head
into such a noose as that, or give to any
Government such a power, under some
indefinite resclution of this sort, which
might De construed inte meaning that
the House wished the line from KEs-
perance Bay to Norseman to be con-
strocted forthwith. Why should we
not pass other resolutions of the same
sort at the same time? [ am sure,
for instance, that the Pilbarra goldfields
—a place I am looking to hopefully, and
a place which I hope some day to do
something for—it would be wmuch more
reasonable to place on record that it is
desirable to construct a railway through
the Pilbarra goldfields, where gold of the
value of £400,000 has been taken out of
the ground. It would be much more
reasonable to pass a resolution affirwming
that a railway to the Pilbarra goldfields
is desirable, than to record that, in the
opinion of this House, it is desirable that
a line shall be made from Esperance Bay
to Norseman. I am not sure of the
quantity of gold that has been obtained
from the Norseman field—I have not the
figures before me—hut I question whether
more than £15,000 worth of gold has
come from there altogether. Why not
suy it is desirable to build a railway here,
there, and everywhere, wherever anyone
thinks it desirable to do so? I say the
motion before the House is mischievous,
and I am surprised that an old Parlia-
mentarian like the hon. member for
Nannine is lending his countenance and
support to ib. He knows the motion is
altogether improper, for it would place
the House in a false position, and the
Government too. The member for Nan-
nine has said we will have to decide
whether Coolgardie is to be the centre,
with Fremantle as its port, or whether
Esperance Bay is to be the port of the
colony. I suy it is not necessary to decide,
for the matter is not before us. Therefore
I do not think we shall be wise in passing
either of the proposals in the motion of
the member for Yilgarn. It must not be
thought by anyone that the Government
are sitting down and doing nothing for
the rising places of the colony. We have
spent a great deal of money at Esperance
Bay ; we have spent a great deal of money
at Norseman ; we are continually spend-
ing money and doing all that we can for
them—providing telegraph communica-
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tion and public buildings, and giving
them assistance for sanitary purposes,
for roads, for jetties at Esperance Bay,
also for court-houses, magistrates’ quar-
ters, schools, and in fact doing everything
we can for these rising places. But it
seems to me that nothing short of a large
expenditure of public money will satisfy
some of these people. I think they
ought to be satisfied, when they com-
pare their gold output with that of
Pilbarra. I think the motion is un-
reasonable, under the circumstances ;
therefore I must oppose, and I hope the
House will support me in opposing, the
motion of the member for Yilgarn,

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson): If a
motion such as this be passed by this
House, the district T have the honour to
represent (the DeGrey, including North-
ern goldfields) will have a grave and
serious cause of complaint against this
Parliament and this Government for
injustice done to them, hecause it is well-
known that the people in that district
have been agitating for a railway to con-
nect those goldfields with the coast, and
their ¢laim is supported by the fact that
they have a considerable output of gold—-
an output very mwuch larger than that
contributed by the Norseman field. The
district I represent is much larger than
the one referred to in the motion, and is
gettled entirely by our own people, who
have been waiting patiently, although
they labour under greater difficulty in
getting wachinery and supplies to the
fields, than is the case on the Norseman
goldfield at the present time. They have
well-developed gold reefs of unquestion-
able richness, which ounly require a rail-
way for enabling machinery to be placed
there for developing their abnormally rich
productiveness; and yet the Government
of the colony have not, up to the present
time, been able to undertake the con-
struction of a railway. I may say the
Government are very anxigus indeed to
help that part of the colony by constructing
a railway, as they are anxious to assist in
the development of those parts; butthey
bave not been able to see their way to do
that up to the present; vet if, in the
opinion of this House, such a motion as
this, atirming that the time bhas come
when a railway should be constructed
from Esperance Bay to Norseman,
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ought to be passed, then I think
the Pilbarrg goldfields would have a
grave cause for complaint against the
Government and against Parliament
for culpable negligence and injustice.
I reiterate that, before the question of a
rallway to Norseman should be con-
sidered, there are other places—not only
Pilbarra, but places other than goldficlds
—which ought to have their claims for
the construction of railways considered;
and they will bave a right to complain
that they have been unjustly dealt with,
if a motion like this be passed by this
House. The Government recognise that
the time will come when this question of
constructing a railway from Esperance to
Norseman will have to be seriously con-
sidered, and it is a question that will
have to be thought over very carefully;
but I do not think anyone can say the
output of gold and the developments that
have taken place on the Norseman field
are such as to justify the claim now put
forward for the construction of a railway.
The unfavourable conditions which the
people of these fields are stated to labour
under are not nearly so unfavourable as
those existing in other parts of the colony
where railways have not been constructed.
The mover has mentioned Lawlers, butl
can you compare the disabilities of the
people of Lawlers with the incon-
vemences which exist on the Norseman
goldfields, which are only 120 miles from
the coast, and where they can get supplies
and bring up machinery at a less rate
than people have to pay in many other
places? Norseman is specially favoured
i being near the coast, and in that way
having a direct trading communication
with the Eastern colonies, so that every-
thing they require can be obtained with
comparative cheapuness. They are also
favoured with a beautiful climate, where
all kinds of draught stock are able to haul
more than is possible in a tropical climate
such as the North-West. I say the dis-
abilities which the people at Norseman
labour under are not to be compared with
those which have to be faced by people
in tropical parts of the colony. Com-
pared also with some inland districts,
such as DMenzies and TLawlers, where
everythinig the people want to eat und
drink, and everything they have to wear,
and everything they have to bring up for
equipping their mines, costs, for haulage,
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100 per cent. to 200 per cent. more than
such things cost if delivered at Norseman.
I say the people at Norseman are favour-
ably situated. If, therefore, this House
is to seriously consider the claims and
disabilities which the people at Norseman
Iabour under, then I say the people in
other parts of the colony, such as I bave
mentioned, may well envy them in living
under conditions that are so favourable
as compared with the conditions existing
in many less favoured places. The
pecple at Norseman may well wait until
they have proved, by the development of
their mines and a greater outpnt of gold,
that they are entitled to have this claim
for a railway seriously considered by the
Government and by Parliament.

Mz. A. FORREST : The hon. member
who has taken upon himself to move this
motion should be satisfied with the ex-
pression of opinion he has obtained from
those members who have spoken, up to
the present, on the guestion of building
a rallway from Esperance to Norseman.
As the Commigsioner of Crown Lands
has told us, there are many important
districts in this colony that require rail-
way communication—not only goldfields,
but other districts. For instance, there
is the claim of the people in the Marra-
dong district, represented by the member
for the Murray; there is also the claim
for railway conuection from Mingenew to
Mullewa, for giving easier uccess to the
Murchison goldfields from the southern
parts of the colony, besides bringing down
the produce of that country to market;
and there ure claims for railways in
several country districts, requiring grave
attention, in order that the productiveness
of the country may be assisted. There
are many other districts in the colony
which have claims for railways, and such
claims as deserve the attention of the
Government, hefore a motion of this kind
should be passed by this House. 1 have
ne doubt a railway from Esperance to
Norseman would pay, and there are many
persons who would be glad to get a con-
cession from the Government for making
that railway; but I think it is clearly
understood that this House does not
intend to favour the construction of any
more private railways in this colony,
because we have had bitter experience of
these private railways already existing.
We are buying one back now, and may
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have to buy another back very soon. I
think the hon. member knew full well,
when he mtroduced the motion, that the
members of the House would not, at the
present time, agree to it, because the
people at Norseman are more favourably
situpted for getting things delivered
cheaply on the fields than are the people
in any other mining district in the colony.
The distance from the coast is only alittle
over 100 miles, and that is not a great
distance to cart machinery to the mines
if they are any good. Take the Southern
Cross mines, for instance. The machinery
for equipping them had to be carried by
railway to York, and then carted from
York 180 miles to the Cross. Then the
mines at Coolgardie and those at Kal-
goorlie, before the railway was opened,
had to have their machivery carted from
Southern Cross, & much greater distance
than carting machinery from Esperance
to Norseman. If a mine is good, there
is no difficulty with regard to the cost
of the machinery. I may tell hon. mem.
bers that, at the present time, my firm
i1s sending 100 tons of machinery to a
mine 30 miles on the other side of Lawlers,
and the transit will cost £40 a ton, vet
we are not agitating for a railway. The
Eeople at Norseman, although vlose to a

arbour where they can get everything
brought in very cheaply, are demanding
o railway. I say the time has not come
when members of this House will feel
inclined to deal with such an important
question, because we know it is no use to
ask for that railway at the present time;
for there is staring us in the face the fact
that, directly this railway is made from
Esperance to Norseman, there will be a
further agitation for counecting it with
the lines at Coolgardie, for bringing the
imports of the Eastern colonies on to our
goldfields by way of Esperance. We
have spent large sums in providing water
and giving other facilities to our Eastern
goldfields; we are building a Mint in
Perth for deuling with the gold, and we
are building a large harbour at Fremantle
for bringing in machivery and supplies
cheaply along the existing railway to our
Bastern goldfields. Those people who
bave lately come to the colony, and heen
here perhaps two years, say that we in
Parliament do not represent them, al-
though many of us have larger interests
in these goldfields than any of these
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pew-comers have. We know what it
means—that directly the railway is
placed there, an agitation will he started
for connecting the Esperance-Norseman
Railway with Coolgardie; and no Parlia-
ment can exist in this colony, when that
stage is reached, without being forced, by
pressure of agitation and circumstances,
to make that connection between the two
railways. 'Then if we get two competing
lines of railway to our Eastern goldfields,
will we be any better off 7 T do hope, and
indeed I am sure, the good sense of the
hon. member will show him that the best
course to adopt is to withdraw his
motion ; and if he does not withdraw it,

eI hope the unanimous vote of this House
will be against it.

Mg. LOTON : T am a little surprised
to see, after what has Dbeen done and
what is intended to be done in the way of
developing the Coolgardie and sarround-
ing goldfields, that a motion of {his kind
is brought forward at the present time.

Me, Moran: This is not for Cool-
gardie.

Mr. LOTON: T know it is not; but
the House has nndertaken the responsi-
bility of authorising the 2 million loan
for a water supply, and the House has
undertaken the responsibility of the
construction of two other lines of railway
on the Eustern goldfields; and we bave
to consider those facts in connection
with this motion. I am nob going to
discuss this question at any length, for
it is too early to discuss it at all. The
people at Norseman are doing very well
with their present facilities, and they
may continue to do well. Some of them
can earn very good money by carting
supplies of naterials to the fields, the
game as wus done at Ballarat in the old
days of goldfields development in Vie-
toria. I only rose to say a few words,
to the effect that, at the present time, we
arc not in a position, and we shall not
be doing our duty to Western Australia
if we undertake to construct a portion of a
railway for the benefit of one of the
sister colonies. Thatis practically what
we should be doing, if we commencved
this railway to Norseman as is now
proposed. It is just as well thut a state-
ment of this kind should be made. I
say we are not prepured, at the present
time, to commence to build a railway for
the benefit of South Australia.
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CLARESON: The hon. mem-
ber for the Swan bas voiced the feeling
of the members of this House. The
coostruction of this railway would
simply mean the handing over of the
trade of our eustern goldhields to South
Australia. That is, in plain words, what
this motion means. The hon. memher
who brought it forward knew perfectly
well that this House would not agree to
it, and that the circumstances of the case
do vot warrant it. The output of gold
from the Norseman mines does not
warrant the construction of a railway at
the present time; and taking into con-
gideration the very large amount of
moeney which has been expended by the
Government for the development of the
" eastern goldfields, and in the interest of
the colony generally, it would be suicidal
on the part of the Government, or of this
House, to undertake at the present time
the construction of a railway from
Esperance Bay to Norseman. That is
putting it in plain English. I know the
member for Nannine had that in view,
and he made a good and strong point in
saying that the waking of this railway
would necessitute an enormous expend:-
ture in improving the harbour at
Esperance Bay. It is gquite out of
the question, at the present time, for us
to seriously consider the construction of
a railway from BEsperance Bay to Cool-
gardie; for that would have to follow, if
a railway were made frowm Esperance to
the Norseman field.

Mer. GEORGE: I do not think the
people on the goldficlds about Coolgardie,
when they consider this matter, will be
very grateful to the member for Yilgarn
for bringing forward this motion.

Mgz. Moraw: That is my lookout; not
yours.

Me. GEORGE : Certainly, it is your
loockout; but it concerns us also. I am
quite sure that, if this House were to
pass this motion, the next thing we must
do, if it were possible to do it, would
be to reseind those resolutions we
have already passed this session for
autborising the expendilure of close
on five millions of wmoney for pro-
viding water, additional railways, and
other requirements on the Coolgardie
goldfields. I say thatif we passed this
motion we would have no manner of right
whatever to ask people to subscribe 23
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millions for carrying water to supply the
Coolgardie goldfields from the Darling
Ranges, when we know that water could
be conveyed from Esperance to Cool-
gardie ; therefore the various other public
works which are to be undertaken for the
benefit of the Coolgardie goldfields could
not rightly be goneon with in the interest
of the people of the colony. 1f I were
disposed to give any support to this
motion, it would be in rveference to the
second part of it. for granting permission
to private companies to build a railway to
Norseman ; becanse I do not believe in
the Government having all the railways,
but am in favour of the other principle
of allowing private companies to con-
struct railways in the colony. I know
the majority in this House do not agree
with me, and T bow to their decision, T
shall vote against this motion.

Mg. WOOD: I shall give this motion
my most uncompromising opposition.
I should never dreum of supporting such
a motion ; and the best thing the hon.
member can do is to withdraw it, because
he does not stand the ghost of a show
of getting it through this House.

Mz, SOLOMON : I do not think the
hon. member, in moving this motion, was
really in earnest in his advocacy, for he
could not expect this House, or any
number of members, to support bim
in it. What the Premier said is
the gist of the whole question, that
there is not suflicient development on the
Norseman goldfield te warrant the
construction of a railway; and when
we take into consideration the large
amount of expenditure that is required
in other directions, the votes for
which have been passed by the House
this session, it is absurd, at the last hour,
to bring forward a motion of this kind.
It has been truly said that railways are
required in other directions besides gold-
fields. It is well known that even short
lines have Dbeen asked for and been re-
fused ; notaltogether because they would
not pay, but the main argument in
reference Lo one of these short lines, the
one from Fremantle to Owen’s Anchor-
age, was that used by the Engineer-in-
Chief when he said this line would
become of too great importaunce. I say
that in many cases this argument tends
rather in favowr of a railway being con-
structed. In reference to the present
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motion, I am sure the hon. member will
see that the feeling of the House is against
it, and that he has nota single supporter.
I feel sure that, on consideration, he will
withdraw his motion.

Mz. MORAN : In reply to the remarks
of hon. members, I may say a certain
amount of warmth has been shown
towards the hon. member who had the
audacity to introduce this motion; but
I want to bring certain points before the
attention of hon. members. The case was
put peculiarly by the member for the
Murray, who is an authority on all things
—on pig iron principally—when he said
the people of Coolgardie wonld not have
anything to thank the hon. member for
Yilgawrn for, in having brought forward
this motion. If the hon. member wants
to test the feeling of the people up there,
I may remind him tbere will be six new
seats available at the next general elec-
tion, and he can go there and contest any
one of them, and in that way find out
what is the feeling of the people there
on this and various other matters.
The remarks of the Premier were
perhaps a little strong; but he ap-
proached the question from a reasonable
and direct Government standpoint. He
has taken up a strong Line of argument
in saying that places like Pilbarra and
Marble Bar are entitled to a railway just
as much as the Norseman field i3. I may
remind him, in reference to those gold-
fields in the North-West, that I was the
first member in this House to say that T
thought the Marble Bar goldfield should
have a railway constructed to it, for it
was 10y opinion then, knowing something
of the mines in that district, that the
Marble Bar goldfield deserved the serious
attention of the Government. No one
who has spoken oo this motion, except
the Premier, mentioned the fact that here
we have this startling proposition, that
while a private company is willing to put
up £100,000, if necessary, as a guarantee
for constructing a railway to the Norse-
man goldfield, yet the people of Norse-
man are in the unfortunate position that
they cannot get the consent of Parlia-
ment for the construction of a railway
which private persons are willing to
undertake at once. As to making a rail-
way for the benefit of another colony, T
do not want to be pointed out as a person
who desires to destroy the prosperity of
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the eastern parts of this colony, by pro-
moting a railway which shall take away
the trade and give it to the people f an-
other colony. "But, as I have said, here
is this position, that several private firms
ate willing to build a line from Esperance
to Norseman, and members of this House
adrmit that a line will pay when built, yet
they will not give their comsent to its
construction. That is the position, and
nobody can deny it; for it appears that,
as a Parliament, we are not prepared to
put the willingness of these persons fo a
test by suying: ¢ Very well; you shall
have a right to build the railway, but we
want £50,000 put down as a guarantee.”
[Tre PrEMiER: No, no.] Thatis the ad-
mission I want. I say wearenot prepared,
as a Parliament, toallew private personsto
construct the line, even though we admit
that the line will be payable ; therefore I
suy we cannot shelter ourselves behind
the argument that the line is not neces-
sary, and that it will not pay. If we
take the American view, which is also the
Euoglish view, of the railway question,
there are very many points in favour of
the construction of railways by private
companies; and if we were prepared to
give effect to that view, the Norseman
people would have a railway straight
away. Weare following the course taken
by all the other Australian colonies, in
reference to railway construction; but
the effect of that policy is that the State
ownership of railways in all the other
colonies has landed them in o sink of
debt, and we are following them. Tt may
he a sound principle, in view of federa-
tion, not to have two systems running in
Australie—one half the railways owned
by the State, and the other half by private
companies; therefore, from that point of
view, the claim of the Norseman people
for a railway will have to stand back for
awhile. I was pleased to notice that the
Comnisgioner of Crown Lands took u
more reasonable view than any other mem-
ber. I may say that, from the Opposition
benches, Thavenot got one single supporter
for thia motion. The member for Nan-
nine, although he seconded the motion,
did so out of courtesy alone. He made
far and away the ablest speech against
the proposition, by putting in a terse and
concise manner all the objectionable
features that would attend upon it, as a
consequence of the colony having under-
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taken to spend one million of money to
construct a central harbour at Fremantle,
besides making u mauin line of railway to
the Coolgardie and neighbouring gold-
fields, and spending several millions on a
water supply. No doubt, the Govern-
ment anticipate that the long-expected
transcontinental railway will be made in
a few years, for connecting this colony
and its goldfields with Adelaide and
other capitals of Australia; but they have
made this candid admission, that if the
development of the Norseman mines goes
on as satisfactorily as it has been doing,
then the people there cannot be denied a
railway.

Tre PrEMIER : No; I did not say that.

Mg. MORAN: When the question
has to be considered, the Premier recog-
nises that Norseman will be entitled to a
Government railway, if the developments
go on satisfactorily. Therefore, leaving
out the question of a private railway, 1
say that when the time comes, in the
opinion of the Governnent, for the
making of a railway to Norseman, the
people are to get it. Those people will
now know exactly the position of affairs,
so far as this Parliament is concerned :
and I can now tell the people there, and
tell the country, that 2 railway connecting
Baperance Bay with Norseman will not
he constructed this session, and I
have ne douht it will not be constructed
next session; but I really do helieve
that, the sesston after, hon. members will
have changed their opinions on this point.
[Mr. Crargson: No fear.] Perhaps
the present membership of the House
will have changed, and the next Parlia-
ment may find that a private company
is ready to construct a line to the Norse-
man goldfield, or the next Parliament
may be willing to authorise the construc-
tion of a light line under the @gis of the
Government. I have to thank especially
the Opposition benches for the most un-
compromising opposition o this motion;
and I have recetved more support from
members of the Government side, not
including the hon. member for West
. Perth, who does not appear to look
favourable on the motion. Indeed, the
only two friends we have in this House,
in prospectu, are the Premier and the
Commissioner of Crown Lands, who have
voiced the opinions of the Governmeut,
and they said that in the very near future
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this claim of the Norseman people to a
railway will bave to be seriously con-
sidered. I will, for the present, accept
the veto of the House, and say that for a
year or two to cowme the people of Norse-
man must rest with the present state of
affairs. In representing them as a por-
tion of the Yilgarn constituency, I may
say I have always endeavoured to do the
best I could fur every part of my con-
stituency, and I shall not be the wember
representing the Norseman pecple after
this Parliament breaks up. I think 1
bave stated the case as fairly as T could,
and I leave the facts and figures before
the country. I now ask leave to withdraw
the motion.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

MOTION : OBSERVANCE OF HOLIDAYS.

Mr. WOOD, in accordance with notice,
moved—“That, in the opinion of this
House, it is desirable that all public and
bank holidays falling on a Saturday
should be observed on the Monday, or
some other day in the week following.”
The motion, he said, might not seem very
important to some hon. members, huf it
had importance for a considerable section
of the community, His objest was to
ensure that any public holiday other than
Christmas Day, falling on a Saturday,
should be kept on Mouday or some other
duy in the following week. He brought
this matter forward in the interests of
the commereial community.

Tur PrEMIER: You will have to bring
in a Bill to amend the law, to effect what

ou want.

Me. WOOD satd the matter was one
of great importance to those engaged in
commercial business. It was unreason-
able to expect retailers to give up Satur-
day, which was, as a rule, a better day
for business than all the other five days
of the week; and there was no reason
whatever, that he could see, why a holi-
day fulling on Saturday should not be
postponed till the folloming week. There
was an idea that, by keeping a holiday
on a Saturday, a half-day was saved;
but that was a mean way of looking
at the question. He would be glad
if his proposal could be carried out
without an alteration of the law, and
perhaps the Government would see some
way of dealing with the matter. The
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matier was one of great importance to
shop assistants and also those engaged in
the retail trade. The bolding of a public
holiday on Saturday meant that half the
ghops would close and the other half
would remain open, and that was mani-
festly unfair to those larger places of
business which, out of loyalty and good
heartedness to their employees, closed
their doors. The Afghans, Chinamen,
and members of the tribe of Judah kept
open their places of business in spite of
the proclamation of o holiday, and thereby
reaped a large harvest. He trusted he
should receive the support of hon. mem.
bers both for the city znd for the country
distriots.

Mr. LOTON said he believed the
public holidays and bank holidays were
regulated by Act of Parliament. With
regard to bank holidays, the Government
had certain powers as to declaring bank
hulidays on days other than those named
in the statute. The hon. member who
had moved the motion had not given a
single instance of the holding of a public
holiday on a Saturday, and he (Mr.
Loton) did not believe that more than
one such holiday occurced in a year.
"There was one objection to the holding of
a holiday on Saturday, and it was that in
the cage of Government officials and others
a Saturday public holiday was only really
a half-day holiday, for the reason that these
persons usually had the Saturday half-holi-
day. It was bighly important that these
bank holidays should be fixtures, sothat the
public would know beforehand on what
days they would fall. He could not see
that the motion before the House wounld
be of any real benefit to the people the
hon. member was moving in favour of;
but he conld see that it was likely to
inconvenience the publie, if the day on
which a holiday would fall could not bhe
known until three or four days before.

Mer. RANDELL said he quite under-
stood that some incomvenience arose from
the banks being closed on Saturday, but
- he could not see that any great incon-
venience would arise from the public
offices being closed on that day. Even
greater inconvenience would fellow from
holidays being held on Monday than on
Saturday, because the storekeepers wonid
have to keep their Saturday lakings
until Tuesday, the banks being closed on
the Mondey. In the past, holidays had
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been granted without due and careful
consideration, to the great inconvenience
of business men generally; and he thought
the power of granting holiduys vested in
the Government should be used with the
greatest care. The mewmber for the
Swan had pointed out that it was
desirable the public should know well
beforehand when the holidays would be
held. Business people felt it a great
hardship that the banks should be closed
for several days at Christmas and New
Year. There was no desire to rob the
bank c¢lerk, who had to work far more
than eight hours a day, of his four or five
days’ holiday at Christmas and New Year.
Saturday wasno doubta most inconvenient
day to a storekeeper for the banks to
close, but the ohjection to a holiday on
Saturday could be obviated by making
other arrungements. For instance, ew-
ployees could be given more extended
holidays on other occasions, but the
object aimed at would nof be served
by postponing the holidays when they
oceurred on Saturday,

Mr. JAMES said he bad pleasure in
supporting the motion, but he regretted
it did wot go further and provide that
whenever a public holiday fell during the
week it should be held on the following
Monday. He took it that holidays were
meant to give a day of rest to those in
employment, to artisans or those engaged
in inanufactories or in shops. In con-
sidering this question, they ought to take
into account the interests of those who
were supposed to benefit by a holiday;
and if they did that, they would see
that it was fairer to give a holiday on
Monday than on Saturday, unless there
was an express law that no shop what-
ever should open on Saturday if it were
declared a public holiday. Tn South
Australia there was a rule that all public
holidays faulling during the week should
be held on the following Monday, and
thus there was no wncertainty about the
matter. If that same rule were adopted
in Western Australin, he was quite
vertain that it would give satisfaction to
both employer and employee.

Mr. WOOD (in reply) said he was
sorry if the wmember for Perth was
opposed to the motion, hut he was much
obliged to the member for Easl Perth
for the attention he had given to it.

Motion put and passed.
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MOTION : DISTRICT AND CENTRAL

WINERIES.

Mr. CLARKSON, in waccordance with
notice, moved ‘‘That, in the opinion of
this House, the Dest interests of the
country would be served by the institu-
tion of a system of district and central
wineries as a State policv.,” He said:
In speaking to this motien, I shall not
ask the House to vote a large sum of
money, or borrow a quarter of a million
of money, or anything of that sort. This
motion is a very simple matter. Itisa
step in the direction of settling people
on the lunds of the colony, an object
which the present Government have had
in view ever since they took office. I
helieve every member of this House will
agree with me that it is a most desiralile
thing to do. I really do not see we are
justified in borrowing large sums of
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money and expending them on public |

works, on building railways here and
there all over the uolony_. unless our lands

are being utilised to the greatest ad-

vantage. I do not think any country
will be considered to be really prosperoas

; 1t can produce to perfection.

unless its lands are being seltled to the .

best advantage, and to as large an extent
as possible. This motion treats of a
small matter, and that is the lending of
assistance to wineries. Perhaps it 1s a

* advautage.

more important matter than hon. mem- .

bers may at first sight think ; but T can |

assure the House that every yeur w very
large area is being brought under culti-
vation and planted with vines. In my
district, I ¢an say that bundreds of acres
every year are added to the area under
vines. It is an admitted fact that this
colony is particularly well adapted to the
growth of the vine; in fact, the vine
grows like a weed in almost every district
of the colony. Although any man may
plant vines, it is not reasonable to sup-
pose any man can make wine. The sup-

ply of wine is not uearly equal to the .
demand, and & very inferior quality of

wing is at the present time sold at a very
high price; but the day is not far distant
when we shall have to look outside the
hounds of this colony for a market, and
when we do that, it i1s desirable that the
article we produce shall be of a better
quality than it is now. In the Eastern
colonies-——inSouth Australia at any rate—
wineries are established under the control
of the Government, who erect the build-
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ing and appoint an expert as manager,
and make a charge upon those who use
the wineries to repay the cost of manage-
ment. We are expending large sums of
money in developing our goldfields and
our tinber industry, and I think rightly
s0. I am not one of those who are at all
afraid of borrowing money and spending
it on works likely to he reproductive.
We must remember that our goldfields,
in which we have wnbounded faith, may
possibly, in course of time, pinch out—I
think that is the proper term—and also,
in course of time, our timbor witl be all
cut.  Every man, however, who plants
an acre or 100 acres with vines provides
a source of revenue which will last for
ever. ‘When that man is dead and gone,

* his vineyard will still be there, and be a

source of wealth fo whoever comes after
him. T certainly think we should do
everything we can to encourage those
who are willing to develop the resources
of the eolony in the way of making the
land produce that which it is admitted
As I bave
said, there are hundreds of acres of vines
planted every year, and I think it only
reasonable that the produce of those
vineyards should be turned to the best
I do not think it necessary
that I should malke very many remarks
on this subject, because Ithink it must be
patent to everybody it is desirable in the
interests of the country that this pro-
duce should he placed under scientific
treatment. 1 can mention a case in
which as much as £11 per acre has been
paid for Crown lands sold by auction in
my district within the last few wonths.
The purchaser is now busy clearing and
planting his land with vines. The people
1o the towns have no idea of the extent
of this vine cultivation, nor of the amount
of money which has beer expended in
that direction in the country districts.
I am speaking of what I know is taking
place in my own district, and I believe
the same remarks apply to many others. I
believe that the same amount of develop-
ment has taken place in all the Eastern
and Southern districts of the colony.
When the time comes that we shall have
to go outside for a market, it will be
necessary for us to produce wine of
excellent and uniform quality. We are
told by experts that, with proper treat.
ment of the grapes, the colony can pro-



230

Wineries :

duce wine of a very superior kind, for
the vine Hourishes in any part of Western
Australia, and bundreds of acres are
being planted as vineyards every year.
A large expenditure will not be necessary
to carry out this motion, and I think it
will be a boon to those who are engaged
in the grape-growing industry.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
The question of encouraging the estab-
lishment of central wineries bas been
under consideration for a long time, and
the Government have expressed them-
selves in sympathy with the project, and
I think we have been in communication
with the Agricultural Bureau in regard
to it. I do not know whether an abstract
motion of this sort will do much good.
We want soine action taken in regard to
it. I believe the Government should
encourage the estublishment of central
wineries in the districts in which the
grapes are grown, as such assistance to
the wine industry would be productive
of great Dbenefit, by enabling good wine
to be made; but the grapes must be
produced in considerable quantity hefore
it would pay anyone o go to much
trouble and expense, and apply the
requisite knowledge, to make wine thut
will be of something like the sawe quality
year by year. Therefore, if we can aid
in the establishment of the system of
central wineries, I think it will be a
move in the right direction. I beligve
that in the Swan district this principle
is carried out to some uxtent by the
larger producers purchasing grapes from
those who produce in smaller guantities,
While I do not pretend to have very
much knowledge of the subject referred
to in this motion, I am in sympathy with
the idea that we should encourage the
establishment of wineries; but T am not
gure that the colony is quite ripe at the
present time—whether the grapes are
produced in sufficient quantities — to
warrant the establishment of wineries in
many places. It scems to me that the
matter might fairly come under the
direction and control, or—at any rate
that it might be brought under the notice,
of the Bureau of Agriculture. T know
that the Bureau has moved in the
matter ; there has been some communi-
cation between the Government and the
Bureau on the subject, but it bas not
taken any practical shape. The chair-
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man of the Bureaun (Mr. Harper), a
member of this House, has taken a great
deal of interest in this matter ; but there
has been so wuch pressing business upon
the Government and the members of
this House that, during the last year or
two, there has not been much time to
devote to this very important matter. I
do not know what the hon, member who
has introduced this motion means when
he speaks of the institution of 2 system
of district and central wineries as a State
policy. It seems to e that a State
policy would mean that the Government
would undertake to construct these
wineries and carry on their work as a
Government department. I am not
prepared to go as far as that.

Mz, Crareson: They would be self-
supporting.

Tue PREMIER: I at once give my
adherence to the scheme, if there is no
money to pay; but if the Government
had anything to do with it, I fear we
should have to pay. It seems to me the
hon. member goes a little too far, when
he asks that a system of central wineries
shall be carried out as a matter of State
policy ; for it would cost thousands of
pounds to do the work and wmake it
reproductive, by the time we had erected
the necessary buildings. I shall be glad
to listen to what hon. members have to
suy on this subject, especially to those
who have any knowledge of the business;
but I cun inform the House that there
are no funds available on the present
Estimates to provide winevies; therefore
any resolution that is passed would have
ne effect, unless we brought in Supple-
mentary Estimates to provide for the
expenditiire that would be necessary.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): The
subject of this motion is one which I
think has been under the consideration
of the Bureaun of Agriculture tor sowe
time; but I am not aware that the
Bureau has brought forward any definite
proposal. That the establishment of
central wineries would be of great service
in ussisting this great industry of wine
production, I think everyone will admit.
I may say that I bave taken an interest
in the establishment of these wineries,
and also with a desire to obtain such
information as would enable me to judge



Wineries:

[7 Ocroner, 1896.]

931

State Assistance.

whether it would be desirable to ask the ' the Bureau; and then, with the recom-

Grovernment to look at the question from
the producers’ point of view, and assist
the project in any way; but I have not
Lieen able to obtain very definite informa-
tion on the point. DMost people who take
an interest in the wine production of this
colony are anxious to see one umniferm
character of wine produced here; and the
only thing that can bring about that
result would be the treatment of the
grapes in large wineries, under expert
management. Tutil this is done, I am
sure that the wine industry will not
reach that stuge of satisfactory develop-
ment which I think we are all anxious
that it should. The great drawback to
the quality of our wine is that it is sold
and "passed into consumption before it
has time to properly mature. A gentle-
man from one of the Bastern celonies
who visited one of our vineyards, and who
saw much to be pleased with in the
progress and management of the vines,
was much surprised when his host pro-
duced a sample of his wine that was only
three or four weeks old, and, after
the guest had politely declined a glass,
drank one himself with much relish and
prononnced it to be very good. Now
this is just the sort of wine that is being
produced and sold in different parts of
the colony—newly fermented juice just
pressed fromn the grape, and it is not in a
state, I should think, although I caunot
speak from experience, to be a wholesome
drink. Tt is in order to raise the standard
of our wine, and to see that it only goes
into consumption when it is matured,
that it is desired to establish district
wineries, for under fair conditions I
believe the wine of Western Australia
could hold its own against any wine in
the world ; and if the Government can
help forward the attainment of this
object—I am speaking vow as the mem-
ber for my district—TI think it would be
a very proper thing for them to do. But
the Bureau of Agriculture has not put
forward any defimte proposal in regard
to these wineries, and therefore it is hard
for the Government to make a move
towards dealing with the question, I
think it would be well to postpone the
consideration of this motion until the
question of wineries hag been threshed
out at the next annual Conference of Pro-
ducers that is held under the auspices of

mendation of that bhody before us. we
shall be enabled to arrive at some decision
as to whether we shull be justified in
carrying out the wishes of the Burean
and of the Conference. T am as much in
sympathy with the object of this motion
as the Premier bas expressed himself to
be, for if we ure to produce wine, it should
be wine of the best quality and of uni-
form character—something that is pleas-
ing to the taste and also something that
will recommend our industry to the
world. The one quality our wine lacks
is maturity, and under the present system
of every vigneron making his own wine
and sending it into consumption very
soon afier it is made, maturity is the
thing that much of the wine is not likely to
get, although it eannot be hencficial to
drink it while it is so new. T shall be
happy to assist the hon. member for
Toodyay in carrying out the object he has
in view, for I helieve that it will do a
great deal of good ; but after the expres-
sion of opinion that bhas heen given,
perhaps the hon. member will see the
propriety of allowing the motion to
stand over, until the subject has been
further considered and resolved upon in
a definite shape by the Burean of Agri-
culture,

Mzr. VENN: I donot think the House
will pass such an abstract motion as this.
It would be a sort of tinkering ut a State
policy, to have cenlral wineries and what
not as a State poliey. It might be a
very nice thing to run the whole of the
industries of the colony on the co-operative
principle. We might as well have central
crepmeries and piggeries, at the same
time as central wineries; therefore, let us
have a universal co-operative system, so
that the Government may deal with
everrthing. As far as wineries are con-
cerned, there is no doubt the industry of
wine production can be left to local
enterprise, as it is in other parts of the
world. All over Europe wine is pro-
duced without any wineries being asked
for as a matter of State policy. If we
are to have o State policy_.to make the
wine, the next thing will be to find people
to drink it. That would be a very good
State policy, to encouragethe consumption
of wine, The object the member
for Toodyay has in view is a good one,
although we may not agree with him as
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to the means he proposes for carrying it
out. The time is coming—I think it will
arvive within a few years—when Australia
will be a large wine-producing country ;
and the only way in which it can become
a successful wine-producing country is by
making wine of some uniform character.
Many years ago, the Government of the
Capeem |_nloye§ an expert to instruct people
in the manufacture of wine. That piece of
State policy had a very good effect in
helping vintners to produce a uniform
character of wine. With regard to
wineries, I think the moment there is a
surplus crop of grapes, there are one or
two gentlemen in this country who will
he willing to buy the grapes or grape
juice in large quuntifies; and that being
50, I do not see that the industry of vine
cultivation or wine-making is likely to
languish for want of a purchaser. I do
not think that the House will do well to
pass such an abstract resolution as this
one bhefore the chair, which asks us to
affirm that the best interests of the
country would be served by the institution
of district or central wineries as a matter
of State policy.

M=z, CLARESON (in reply): Not-
withstanding the ‘somewhat satirical re-
marks of the member for Wellington, I
can say that I am of the same opinion
as I was when T introduced this motion.
I cannot help thinking that the hon.
member has read the motion incorreutly.
I am sorry if I have not made my
meaning sufficiently evident ; but under
the circumstances, and baving obtained
an expression of opinion, I beg leave to
withdtaw the motion. The fact that I
have brought it before the House may
have the effect of arousing that expensive
body, the Burean of Agriculiure, to
take the matter under consideration,
because 1 believe that very shortly it will
be necessary for something of the kind to
be done. Certainly, it will be necessary
if Western Australia is to produce a wine
that will be valuable in other parts of the
world, and that will be wholesome to
drink. So much new colonial wine goes
into consumption that I never drink it, if
I can possibly avoid it. T am told that
the wime we are making here at present
is quite unsuited to the tastes of those
who drink it.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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MOTION : PURCHASE OF GREAT SOUTH-
ERN RAILWAY AND LANDS.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
in accordance with notice, moved—* That
this House approves of the purchase by
the Government of the whole of the
interests of the Western Australian Land
Company in Western Australia, including
the railway from Beverley to Albany, all
rolling stock, unsold lands, unpaid instal.
wments in arrear and in prospect on lands
sold on deferred payvments, and all other
property of every description in Western
Australia, and nights and interests under
the contract between the Government and
Anthony Hordern, dated 25th day of
October, 1884, for the sum of one million
one hundred thousand pounds.” He
said: The motion I have the honour
to submit to the House may, in a few
words, be termed one for the pur.
chase on the part of the Government
of the Great Southern Railway and
all the interests in Western Australia
now belonging to the Western Australian
Land Company. "There are some mem-
bers in this House who were members of
the Select Committee in 1884 (I think it
was), when we framed a contract be-
tween Mr. Anthony Hordern and the
Government, by which we contracted that,
in consideration of his building a railway
from Albany to Beverley, a distance of
242 miles, the Government would give
him 12,000 acres of land per mile of the
ling, on certain conditions, in alternate
blocks or something approaching the
alternate system. Since that date, this
contract has been in force. As we are
all aware, the railway was built within
the time allowed by the contract, and the

-trains have been running ever since in

accordance with the terms of the con-
tract, and the land granted hy the
Govermment has been selected by the
assigns of Mr. Anthony Hordern. The
Western Australian Land Company have
entered into possession of and hold
3,000,000 acres of land which they have
acquired under the terms of the contract,
and they have also possessed themselves
of very important lecalities in the town
of Albany. TIn fact, I do not think T
shall be going too far when I say wehave
handed over, to a very large extent, the
whole of the country between Beverley
and Albany for 40 miles wide on each
side of the railway to the Western Aus-
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tralian Lond Company, under the terms
of that contract. Now the poliey the
present Govermnent, and I think I may
say this Parliament, desire to carry out
at the present time is that the railways

of the colony should helong ta the people
of the colony. This is the rule all over
Australia, whether for good or for ill.
Some people think it is not good. For
myself, I think it is; but at any rate the
principle, in the Australian colonies and
in New Zealand, is that the railways shall
belong to the country. There are very
few cxceptions. We have n larger ex-
ception in this celony than any other
colony of Australasia; for we have two
prn"ttely owned mliw.ws here, the Great
Southern belonging to the Western Aus-
tralian Land Comp.my between Beverley
and Albany, and the Midland railway
belonging to the Midland Company,
running to Greraldton; something like
550 or 500 miles inall. In New Zealand,
where there was a railway owned by a
private company, the line has been taken
possession of by the Government, under
the contract, for breach of the conditions.
In Tasmania, they had a private railway
from Launceston to Hobart; but it was
a continual trouble to the Government,
and in the end the Government had to
buy out the company. But in this
colony, perhaps we may consider our-
selves to some extent favoured that we
have net had very much irouble, at any
rate, with this Great Southern Company.
Sitill, the arrangements have not proved
such as to be satisfactory to the people of
the Lolony especially to those persons
who live in the district through which
the ruilway runs. I think I may say that
in this colony, although we adopted this
land-grant system of railways at a time
when wo were in very poor circumstances,
yet since we hbave enjoyed a Detter
position we seem to regret that we bave
handed over such u large piece of the
colony to the control of private companies.
And when we realise the extent of what
we may call the temperate part of this
colony and the part that has a good rain-
full, the South Western Division, when
we think that iu this part there is a piece
of land lying between Albany and the |
Greenough, 80 miles wide, and the Dest [
of which is held by private companies

and ot utilised—that is the worst point l
of all, for the land is not utilised in the |
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way we should desire it to be utilised—
it is not likely that the people of the
colony who reside within thatarea should
be satisfied. One great difficulty in the
adpunistration of the lands of these com-
panies has been the excessive value
placed on their lands; for they seem to
value their lands at such a high rate
that there has been a difficulty m dis-
posing of them to settlers, and the result
has been thut for the most part the
settlement of the lands by these com-
panies has not heen successful. At the
time this contract was made, T have said
we wer¢ a poor community; for the
revenue of the colony was then about
£300,000 a year, and the population was
something like 33,000. I remember
particularly taking part, us a member of
that select committee, in framing this
contract; T know that the hon. member
for the Swan was another member of the
committee ; and I have no doubt several
other members of this House were ulso
metnbers of the committee. I remember
particularly that the mewmber for the
Swan (Mr. Loton) and myself did our
best to get some terms, which have since
proved of very great value, inserted in
that contract. There can be no doubt, I
think, that the construction of that rail-
way by the Western Australian Land Com-
paay has been of peculiar advantaze to the
colony. From the time it was commenced,
and T think it was opened something
like seven or eight years ago, the railway
has proved of great benefit to the volony,
and has fairly served its purpose. The
contract for the construction has been
well carried out, and the line is well
built; the trains have been run regularly;
the company have kept to the terms of
the contract; and I think I am justified
n saying the railway has served its pur-
pose well. T regret to say, however, that
the project as a whole has net been a
successful one for the company. I believe
the projector, Mr. Anthony Hordern, who
unfortunately died shortly after the con-
tract wus made, did well in regard to it;
but I do not think anyene can say that
the company itself has been successful,
because, so far as I am aware—and I
think I know the facts —the shareholders
have never received any interest up to the
present time upon the capital they hawe
expended. They have faithfully carried
out the contract as far as regards the
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railway ; but the great point of complaint,
as far as the people of the colony is con-
cerned, is that thecompany have not devel-
oped the land in the way that we expected
and desired, the principal reason being,
as 1 have said, that they place a higher
value on the lands than they are worth.
The Government-—and I think we have
the concurrence of a majority of this
House, and I feel sure we have the con-
currence of a great many of the people of
the colony—have come to the conclusion
that it is advisable for the country to
hoid these lands, in order that we may
develop them under the land regulations
and the land laws in force. I willinform
Lon, members that, although the company
have gone through some hard times since
1889, yet up to the present they have
never paid any inferest to the shareholders
who have contributed the capital which
has been expended on this railway. There
has, however, been a marked improve-
mwent during the Jast year or two i the
revenue received by the company. I have
it officially from the company that, for
the first nine months of this year, some
£55,000 has been received in revenue;
and in fact, if we take the current quarter,
from the 1st October to the 31lst Decewn-
ber, as being equal in revenue to the
quarter that preceded it, from the lst
July to the 30th September, the propor-
tion received being £20,000, then the
revenue that will be received by the
company for the curremt year ending
December 31st will be £75,000. The
company have already received, in ronund
numbers, £55,000 ap to the 30th Sep-
tember ; and the expenditure during that
time has, I am told, been very moderate
—indeed the company have managed
their affairs ou a very moderate scale of
expenditure—the expenditure has been
51 per cent. of the revenue. Taking it
roughly, the total amount expended for
the year will be at the rate of £40,000;
so that at the end of the current vear,
ending December next, which is by far
the best year the company have had, the
profit on the working of the railway, and
not including any land sales, land rents, or
anything derived from other sources, will
be something like £35,000 for the current
year. Of course, in addition to the railway
revenue and the profits realised fromn
Lund sales, if the Government acquire the
property, these land sales, the proceeds
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of which may now Le in some way
mottgaged to debenture holders, would
be clear additions to the revenue which
the Govermment would receive. The
interest payable on the purchase price of
£1,100,000, which is the amount the
Government have agreed to pay for the
wlole of the company's interests in this
colony, subject to the approval of Parlia-
nient, may be taken at 3 per cent., as we
have agreed to pay the purchase price in
3 per cent. bonds of inscribed stock, at
the usual terms—that is to say, bonds
baving 40 years to run,and after 20 years
the Governiment may repay them. Thus,
at 3 per cent. the interest will amount to
£83,000 a year; so that on this year's
transactions there will he a small profit
of a couple of thousand pounds—a profit
not worth mentioning. Well, there is
that small profit merely on the working
of the railway, and without regard to the
other sources of revenue from the land
which will come to the Government when
the property is acquired. Of course, in
addition to puying £33,000 as interest ot
3 per cent. on the pwrchase money, the
Grovernment will have to provide a sink-
ing fund of 1 per cent., very probably
1% per cent., the exact amount of the
sinking fund being a matter now under
the vonsideration of the Government, and
will be settled shortly. It appears that
our present sinking fund of 1 per cent.
for loans is uot enough ; and as this has
been pointed out by the Government
Actuary, we must make our sinking fund
in futnre sufficient to recoup the loan
with a sinking fund invested at 8 per
cent. I have no doubt that the Govern-
ment will provide in future Loan Bills
that the sinking fund will be a little more
than 1 per cent., so as to make provision
for repaying the loan. I um of opinion
that a great deal may be expected from
the large area of country we shall take
over from this company ; for I know that
when the matter was being considered by
the Government in 1894, the Commis-
sioner of Railways and myself went into
particulars to ascertain what we wmight
expect to receive in revenue from these
lands if taken over from the company at
that time, and I made out that the land
revenue we would be likely to receive
from that 40 miles breadth of country by
200 odd miles in length was £40,000 a
vear. Therefore T see no reason why we
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should not receive more, and perhaps
considerably more, from the land in the
present improved circumstances of the
colony. As hon. members are aware, all
the leases which were held from the
Crown at the time when the concession
was granted necessarily possed into the
hands of the company, in relation to the
land which they acquired; and as no
security of tenure had been given to the
pastoralists then holding the leases, they
have, I believe, abandoned their leases,
or at any rate the whole system of tenure
which was then transferred to the com-
pany was considerably upset, as far as
the pastoralists were concerned.  We
must not forget that this railway and the
lands of the company, of which I am
asking the -House to approve the pur-
chase by the Government, represent
altogether an immense property, and are
being taken over now as a going concern
in full workng order. Here we have a
railway 242 mles long, running through
a temperate part of the colony, well situ.
ated for settlement, having fairly good
soil, and a rainfall averaging 16 to 20
inches, and more as you go further
South. This railway is actnally bring-
ing in a revenne at the rate of £75,000
for the current year, and the traffic
charges are practically the same as
those on the Government ratlways,
[Mx. Moran: Less in some cases.] I
cannot say what the company may do
behind those rates, but the rates charge-
able are the same as on the Government
railways, with the exception, I think,
that they charge 20 per cent. more on
some express traius, and I regret that
they do so. We must remember that we
are taking over a going concern pro-
ducing a large revenue, and showing a
sufficient protit on the working at the
present moment to pay the interest on
the amount of capital agreed upon for
the purchase. - Besides the railway re-
venuoe, we shall have all the land revenue
to the good upon that calculation, though
of course we shall have to provide a
sinking fuund in addition to the interest.
In taking this property over, therefore,
it cannot be said to be a concern that is
not paying, but is one that will pay from
the moment. we take it over ; and, in the
present circumstances of the colony, I
see N0 reason why the returns sbould be
worse than they are in the present year.
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In any case, there can be no great loss in
regard to it. I have shown that the
reveuwe al the present time provides
sufticient profit, under the present manage-
ment, to pay a little more than 8 per
cent. on the purchase price of £1,100,000.
Hon. members will be interested to know
something about the lands of this com-
pany. I do not pretend to know the
exuct figures, although I had the figures
given to mie on the 28th February last,
when the Government were considering
the matter, but some alterations may
have taken place siuce then. The area of
land originally granted to the company
wus something like 3,000,000  acres.
On the 28th February last the com.
pany had received, on account of 83,129
acres soll on deferred payment, a total
of £14,400, leaving £60,122 remaining to
be paid by the holders of the land. Hon.
members will notice that, under the
terms of this agreement for the purchase,
and of which I have asked the House to
approve, the deferred payments due to
the company, and not. yet received by it,
will be collected by the Government on
such terms as may be wranged between
the Government and the tenants. The
total quantity of land sold or agreed to
be sold by the company up to the 28th
February last, in round numbers, was a
quarter of a millien acres; so that there
remained unalienated about two and
three-quarter million acres still held by
the company, and which are now ¢oming
back to the Government, together with
the 83,129 acres which have heen sold
by the company on deferred pavment.
Besides this there is, as everyone knows
who is aegquainted with this matter, a
large amount of property held by the
company in the town of Albany, for
which I know the company have paid
over £30,000. On these lands in Albany
the compuny have erccted their station
yard and other conveniences, all of which
will come to the Government under this
agreement. T may say the town of
Albany has hitherto practically been
handed over to this company. The
Government have not been possessors of
the place, and have bad scarcely an inch
of Crown land with which to do anyv-
thing within the town of Albany. Ounly
a year or two ago we desired, for instance,
to give additional accommodation to the
Customws department, and we had to
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purchase 2 piece of land from the com-
pany in order to build a Custom-house.
Then, a little while ago, we wanted to
take a few foet off a corner of a street fora
building extension,and we had topay £250
to the company for that. At the present
time there is a necessity for providing
more accommodation for Customs pur.
poses at Albany, and we are erecting a
building in the water, having no land
near the jetty for the purpose. In fact,
the port of Albany has not Lelonged to
the Government for many years past,
everything belonging, practically, to the
company, who were the possessors of that
part of the colony. I hope that, if this
motion is adopted, all this will be changed,
and that all the country through which
the railway runs will come back into the
possession of the Government, so that we
may re-possess it, and also make use of
the foreshore in the town of Albany.
‘When we consider that there is u mag-
nificent port at Albany, in which the
Government have taken considerable in-
terest, and have spent a lot of money in
improving it, and when we think that
the public buildings, and the raillway
station, and the jetties will come back to
the Grovernment as belonging to the col-
ony, and will not be in the hands of a
foreign company, I think the change will
be beneficial to the people concerned, and
gratifying to all of us. T may inform
the House that in February last, when
this matter was under the consideration
of the Government, I asked the engineer-
ing branch to make a valuation of the
ratlway aud all the works connected with
it, and the land upon which it stood, in
order that we might see what it would cost
at the present time to place the works on
the ground as they then existed. I am
sorry to say the figures 1 will give you
will not he very satisfactory to hon.
members, hecause the estimate of the
engineering officers was that if the whole
of that country were unoccupied, and
the W, A. Tand Company were not there,
then the whole of the railway and the
land on whick it was built, together
with the station yards and the jetties at
Albany, and everything connected with
the business, leaving out the land subsidy
entirely, were valued at £600,000. That
estimate gave the Government canse for
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serious consideration, becazuse we were
then asked to pay an amount for it
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which, if the company had not been
there, would have been greatly in excess
of what we could have created the rail-
way and other conveniences for. But
there is no doubt that, whatever may he
the present value of these works, they
were never placed in that position for
the amount of money which our officers
estimate they would cost if built by the
Government. The railway and all the
stations and works connected therewith,
as far as I can see by the published
aceounts of the company, have cost them
£14,000. The. railway and works alone
have cost £764,000, and the amount of
money expended by the company, raised
by hook or crook, and for the raising of
which the company had to pay cowm-
missipns in various directions, besides
loans advanced on debenture bonds with
special priority, amount to £914,000.
We must remember also that the share-
helders have received no interest what-
ever on all these amounts from 1885 to
the present time. Of course, in making
a purchase, one does not like to give
more, if it can be avoided. than what the
thing has actually cost ; but, as a matter
of fact, in selling a business, the vendors
always want a profit on the transaction
if they can get it, and no doubt these
people would be loth to part with this pro-
perty unless they could get their own
money back and something more. Then
we should remember there is generally
some go-between who gets a profit out of
it, or he would not interest himself in
the business. I believe that when the
commissions are paid to the go-betweens,
and all other charges are allowed for,
there will be nothing mmch lefl to
the wvendors, except that the share-
holders will get their own money back
and a reasonable interest for the time
it has been lent; so that, under
the terms of this sale, they will not
only get their own money back, bhut get
some 1nterest for its use during the long
period which has elapsed.  After all, it
15 not unreasonable for people who hold
a property, and sell it, to expect to get
their own money back and something to
the good. There is no doubt that the
compauy are in a better position at the
present time than ever before, for the
railway is paying to o larger extent than
it has paid hitherto. Of conrse, it can
he said, on the other side—I have said it
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wmyself—that this prosperity of the com.-
pany might not continue, that there are
the Fremantle harbour works opening
up, and there is the chance of the P. and
0. steamers coming into Fremantle.
There is also the argument that Esper-
ance Bay nmy become an important place,
and so on.  All these considerations have
had to be taken into account by those
persons who own this property and have
arranged for the sale of it to the Govern-
ment. For myself, and 1 may say for
the Government, we have no doubt what-
ever that the company arve doing better
now than ever they have done hitherto in
their history. I have already said that,
in addition to the railway, which is pay-
ing its way and providing enough to pay
interest on £1,100,000 at the present
time, we will have a considerable revenue
from the lands which the company have
held ; and the whole of the lands that are
unsold, as well as the company’s interest
in the launds that have been sold on
deferred payment, with any Valances due
or acecruing, will come to the Government,
and these bulances will be a matter for
arrapgement between the present tepants
and the Government. In fact, the Gov-
ernment propose to jump into the shoes
of the company in regard to everything
they hold in this colony. The company
will go away, and we will take their
place in everything appertaining to this
property ; except that we will not he
responsible for any of their debts, nor
will we bave any interest whatever in
any sums of money dne to them under
deferred payments for land sold con-
ditionally. I have no doubt that, if the
Government possess themselves of this
property, as we ask the House to
authorise us to do, the settlement of the
country along that rvailway will largely
increase, and we will be able to throw
open these lands, with the advantages of
the Homesteads Act and the Agricultural
Bank Act applying to them, although
they have not applied to these lands
hitherto. The people who live there now
and those who may come there will have
all the advantages of the liheral land
laws of the colony, including the facilities

afforded by the Homesteads At and the

Agricultural Bank Act, in which the
people scttled along that line have hither-
to had no part or interest up to the pre-
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themselves of these advantages and facil-
ities. All along the line at the various
towns we shall have many more land
sules than the company have bad in
recent years, and the land revenue from
this source will be considerable. I see
no reason whyv the whole of the land
could not be thrown open to pasteral
settlement, in those portions which are
not required for agricultural settlement.

Mr. IirivoewortH: Where will the
proceeds of the land go?

Tue PREMIER: We shall have to
consider whether we will keep a separate
account of the revenue from these lands,
and I have no objections to the land
revenue being kept separate in the
account, as it will let us know how we are
getting on with our investment, and
whether it has been a good or a bad in-
vestinent, though I do not think there is
much doubt about that. However, the
railway revenue itself will be kept in a
separate account, and we will know from
that whether the investment as a whole
is a good one. There is another question
which will be settled, if this property
comes into the hands of the Government,
and that is the disagreeable question
about the disputed lands. There has
been a lung-stunding dispute between the
Gtovernment and the company as to
vertain lands along this route, and also
in the town of Albany, and that dispute
will now come to an end. At present
there is an action pending between the
Government and the company in regard
to these lands, for the company still
contend that they are entitled to all the
town lots that were not sold in the town
of Albany at the time when the concession
was granted to them, and they alse ques-
tion the right of the Government to make
reserves as we have done. There is at
present a deadlock in reference to this
matter.

Mr. Lotox: About the 12,000 acre
blocks ?

Tar PREMIER: There is this liti-
gation going on, and it might last for
some years, and has certainly been
troublesume and annoying up to the
present. Also, if this motion is adopted
by the House, and if the Government

' come into possession of all this property,
. then. looking at it from a social poing

of view, we would be meore closely

sent time, and were not able to avail | united with the people of the town
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of Albany, and with the many thousands
who are settled along the railway route,
than we are at present, and [ think that
is a consideration we should not overlook.
This has not been brought under the
notice of hon. members so much, perhaps,
as it has been brought under mine; but,
as a matter of fact, all the people living
along the railway between Albany and
Beverley, and all the peoplein the town of
Albany, havehad very little interestin what
has been going on in the Parliament of this
eountry, or in this House, during many
years past, because the land laws of the
country have not applied to the settlers
upon the company’s lands. Thaose people
have not been able to take advantage of
the Homesteads Act or the Land Regu-
lations, or the facilities for settlement
afforded by the Agricultural Bank Act.
They have not heen in a position to make
any representation as to whether the
railway time-table has served the general
convenience of the district or not, or
whether the trains are suitable, or whether
the railway rates are what the people
would like them to bhe. In fact, they
have not beeu in a position to take any
part in the public life of the colony.
They have practically belonged to another
part of the colony, which has been
managed by this company under a sepa-
rate system, Their landlords are people
living in a foreign country, or at any
rate living in England; therefore one
cannot. be surprised that, to a large
extent, those people have felt that they
did not belong to this colony, and have
not been under its land laws. That state
of things will all be altered, if the pur-
chase of this property is approved by
Parliament; and all the country between
Beverley and Albany, together with the
town of Albany and everything belonging
to it, will, de faclo, belong to the colony
again,

Mz. RavpeLn: Tell us about the con-
dition of the railway at the present
time.

Tar PREMIER: Iaminformed that
it is in good condition, and the railway is
working well. We have a report from
the Government engineers that the rail-
way is working well, and is in good con-
dition, and everything in good working
order.

Axn Hon. MEMEER:
sleepers ¥

What about the
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Tue PREMIER: A greal many
sleepers have been replaced, though I do
not think all the bad sleepers have been
replaced. Of course for the first 50 or 60
miles from the Beverley end the sleepers
were all jarrah, obtained in jarrah
conntry; and the company have been
putting in jarrah sleepers over the other
parts of the line during several years
past. The fact that the trains have been
running without acecident, or without
serious .delay, proves that the railway
must be in good working order. There
are workshops at- Albany, and everything
necessary for careying on the business of
this railway ; and it seems to me to have
been carried on well, and very economi-
vally, bhecause the working expenses have
been only 51 per cent. of the revenue
for the present year. T do not know
that T need say much wmore. I have
taken a great interest in this matter
for a long time. Thig is not the first
otcasion on which these negotiations
have been entered upon. We have
been talking about them and writing
about them for years. Offers have been
made to the Government by the company
from time to time, but these offers
secemed to assume better shape about the
beginning of this year. In fact, the
condition of the colony had then so
changed that the Government considered
they were at last in a position for dealing
with this matter. We did not feel, in
the past, that we were quite in a position
o deal with it, though we always felt a
desire to acquire this property., The
matter required a great deal of con-
sideration, and we had to think it over
from every point of view. At last we
came to the conclusion that it was a wise
thing to make the purchase, in the
interests of the colony. I myself have
no hesitation in  recommending hon.
members to accept the motion which T
have placed betore them. You will
notice, from the terms of it, that we
propose to purchase the whole of the
interests in Western Australia of the
W.A. Land Cowmpany, including “the
“railway from Beverley to Albany, all
“rolling stock unsold lands, unpaid
“instalments in arrear and in pros.
“pect on lands sold on deferred pay-
“wents, and all other property of every
“description in Western Australia, and
“rights and interests under the contract
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“hetween the Government and Anthony
“ Hordern, dated the 25th day of October,
“ 1884, for the sum of one million one
“ hundred thousand pounds.” In dealing
with this matter, perbaps I have not done
the justice to it that it deserves, as I
really had not much time to prepare a
statement ; but I know sufficiently all the
circumstances connected with the original
contract, and alse with the negotiations
that have taken place, to give hon. mem-
bers any information they may require.
We have, I think, an opportunity of
acquiring this property on fairly reason-
able terms. T do not think the price is
excessive, considering the change that
has taken place in the condition of
the colony. The concern has not been
paying inferest, and has. scarcely. paid
working expenses in past years; but it is
now assuming a different aspect, and
during the present year, as I have shown,
it will not ouly pay working expenses,
but also interest at 8 per cent. on the
purchase price of £1,100,000. We have
an opportunity of buying this property
on very good terms, the company being
willing to take our 3 per cent. inscribed
stock. Our financial agents have cabled
me that there will be bo difficulty in
issuing this inscribed stock in the usual
way. It seems to me the present time is
very favourable for the completion of
this business. Of course, if hon. mem.
bers have little faith in the future of the
colony, if they think the present
prosperity not likely to continue, if they
think hard times are near at hand, and
that this husiness will not then pay and
will become a burden on the colony, I
can well understand their deciding not to
approve of this motion. For my part,
however, and T hope hon. members will
be with me, I think the prosperity now
enjoyed by the colony is only beginning,
and is likely to continue, and that our
future will be far better than the present.
The shareholders of the coumpany are
willing to sell, becanse they are tired of
waiting for returns: they having now
waited for several years. They know, of
course, that there 1s not much chance of
the railway earning interest for somie
time to come, because as the colony
develops, and their traffic increases, so
must they increase their equipment,
which meuns the expenditure of a large
amount of capital, in order that the con-
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cern may keep pace with the times. That
inerease of equipment would prevent them
from getting interest for some time to come,
At any rate, they are willing to hand over
the whole of their affairs to us for a sum
which will not pay more than the money
they have been out of pocket, together
with some little nterest. T think those
who really believe in the future of the
colony will-agree that we should ng{)
this opportunity. If we did not think
the colony was going to make great
progress, we should not embark on the
projects we bave approved of in the
present scssion ; and if that great develop-
ment does take place, we shall be forced
to acquire this railway ; so that if we wait
until then to acquire it, we shall have to
pay a far greater price for it than is asked
at the present time, We must also
remember we are investing in an immense
estate, an estate of nearly two and three-
quarter million acres. Some hon. mem-
bers may not value that estate at very
much; but, for my part, I place a high
value upon it, because it is attached to
cheap and easy means of transit, a railway
running through the heart of it; and
surely with a railway running through
the heart of it, and with a temperate
climate, fairly good seil, and a suffi-
cient rainfall, this land is worth some-
thing, We shall, ot any rate, sell that
land at 10s. per acrec on deferred pay-
ments, on the same conditions as we are
selling all our other lunds. We will not.
make special regulations with regard to it,
but will place the people who settle on it
in the same position as all our other ten-
ants and conditional purchasers. People
will be uble to select this land at 10s. per
acre, payable in 20 years; and they will
also have the advavtage of taking up
blocks under the Homestead Act, and, as
T said just now, they will have the advan-
tage of assistance from the Agricultural
Bank. We have the opportunity of ac-
quiring this property, and we should avail
ourselves of it; and every hon. member who
has faith in the country should aceept this
motion, which T have moved on behalf
of the Government. If the motion is
accepted to-night, I will be able, to-
morrow, to inform the Agent General
that the business is at an end, that the
terins offered by the company have been
accepted, and that it will only remnain for
the agreement to be made out and signed,
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and the money paid over. We will then
enter into possession of what I caunot
belp thinking is an immense estate, a
principality, with a railway and every-
thing belonging to it in working order, »
going concern 242 miles in length.

Mer, ILLINGWORTH : It 1s a matter
of very great satisfaction to me, and [
feel it must be a matter of satisfaction to
this House, and also to the country at
large, that the Government have tabled
this motion. That this is a matter of
public interest cannot be doubted by
anyone who has entered into the question
with any degree of consideration. There
are only two ways of dealing with railway
questions. One is that the State shall own
the railway system; while the other is
that the State shall have nothing to do
with it, and that private companies or
private persuons shall own the railways.
Whatever may be said in favour of the
one system or the other, s mixed system is
universally condemned; and for us to
have a main railway such as this is a
railway linking on to our own railways,
to have two systems working together is
a condition of affairs that will never
prove satisfactory to the counfry. The
other question which presents itseif is one
of even greater importance, and that ts the
establishment of a colony within a. colony,
This is a most dangerous thing, which
bas worked a vast amouut of mischief in
the United States, and is calculated to
work mischief in this country. Either
this compuny will continue to hold pos-
session of this land and prevent other
persons occupying it, which will he a
disadvantage in itself ; or, if they succeed
in settling this land thewmselves, they will
practically hold control of it. What
position would we be in if we had, say,
200,000 or 300,000 people settled upon
the land whose interests were con-
centrated and held in control by a com-
pany that had no particnlar interests with
the State? We might have very serious
adverse consequences arising, as they
have arisen elsewhere, and we should
practically have a State within a State,
and complications which perbaps we can-
net even contemplate with any degree of
ussurance. Then, looking at the proposal
to buy, we are not to consider that this
land once belonged to this colony?
Whether it was wise or unwise to enter
upon the agreement which was made with
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the company, the land bas practically
gone from the State; and what is pro-
posed to be doue in this meotion, as I
understand it, is for the State to hecome
the owner of two and three quarter mil-
lion acres of land, also to become pos-
sessed of a railway which, even on the
estimate of our own engineers, would cost
£650,000 to complete. I am not sure if
that estimate includes rolling stock; but
putting the value of the railway at
£600,000, then what do we get for our
money 7 We get a going concern that
would cost us £600,000 to construct and
place in jts present position. Next, we
get 2,700,000 acres of land, and if we
were to say that 500,000 acres of that
land will be absorbed under the Home-
steads Act, which is not likely, we should
lhave 2,200,000 ucres of land to be dis-
posed of at the original rate of 10s. per
acre, thus producing £1,100,000. All
that we are doing, therefore, is fo buy
back our land. We get for this £1,100,000
of purchase money a distinct asset in the
shape of land which we can sell at 10s. an
acre; but supposing we do not realise
that much per acre, and get only 5s. an
acre for it, then tuking the value of the
railway at £600,000, we would still have
assets sufficient to cover the purchase
money. As a commercial transaction,
therefore, it cannot be said to be a bad
bargain; and looking at it simply
ag a purely commercial transaction, it is
clear that the State must profit largely
by the purchase. Before passing from
the commercial aspect of the question,
I would like to remark that I have no
doubt we should have to buy this rail-
way in any case, and that there is no time
mn its history when we sheuld be able to
purchase it at so low a price. That we
must buy it is inevitable, and we know
the price must rise. If we were called
upon te purchase at any future time, it
would be at a disadvantage, because the
company would then be selling their land,
and there would be less for the State to
sell. This subjectalso presents itself to me
from another and more serions standpoint,
and that is the standpoint of the settle-
ment of the lands of this colony. We
are called npon constantly, and shall he
called upon, to construct railways to serve
the districts of this colony, especially in
the South. We have now a railway here
cxisting, with a large arew of valuable
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land along it suitable for settlement,
which the people are desiring to settle
upou, aud which they cannot settle upon
under the conditions upon which the
company arc disposed to part with their
land. The company capnot afford to sell
their land at 10s. an acre; and if they
did sell at that price, they could not
afford to give the extended conditions
and the facilities which the State can
give. Consequently, we are in the
position of opening up a large tract of
country for early and profitable settle-
ment. Then there is the reflex side of
-the commercial aspect of the question.
If we sueceed in settling a large number
of people ob this Jand, we make this rail-
way increasingly profitable; and conse-
quently we connot fail to benefit both
from the commercial standpoint and
from the national standpoint of land
settlement. The other question, ably
dealt with by the Premier, is the social
aspect. It cannot be denied that people
who bhave business relations with this
company, which has nothing in ¢commeon
with the ordinary interests of Western
Australia, are necessarily estranged to a
large extent, and do not and cannot take
that interest in the Government and
welfare of the country that they would
" take if directly responsible to the Crown.
All these questions present themselves to
me; and, without at all elaborating them,
I put them forward as paramonni, rensons
which call for the passing of this motion.
As T said at the outset, it is a matter of
great satisfaction that the Government
can see their way clear to ask the House
and the country to take this step. Iam
pleased they are able to secure this pro-
perty at what I regard as an exceedingly
low price, considering all the circum-
stances. ¥ amm pleased also to have an
assurance that the railway is in good
order. I was doubtful at first as to the
purchase of this property, on account of
the statement which was current that the
whole of the line would have to be re-laid
in consequence of the sleepers heing
defective. 1 have had the assurance of
the Minister of Railways that that is not
correct. It is circulated that a large pro-
portion of these sleepers are absolutely
rotten, and will have to be replaced; and
although personally I have the assurance
of the Commissioner of Railways on the
subject, yet I will ask him to give us an

' understand that
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absolute assurance that there is no danger
whatever in this particular direction. T
over a4 considerable
length of this line the sleepers have been
relaid, and that the railway is now in a
sound condition, If that is correct, mny
objection will lapse; but supposing the
railway did require to have a considerable
amount of money expended on it, yet
looking at the land question it would be
difficult to over-estimate the value of the
line which serves that land. Hon.
members know that this railway took
the whole of the foreshore of Albany,
ond that the company, if they chose
to do a little bluck-mailing, or if their
affairs fell under adverse management,
might raise up serious difficulties, and
most lamentable consequences might
ensug in connection with the town of
Albany, and also with the country gener-
ally. This is not a mere lmaginary
danger, for it 1s a thing that might arise
at any momeant; and, if it did arise, the
colony would be in a most unsatisfactory
position. We are not only buying the
line, but are buying & going concern, and
we are buying a large tract of country.
‘We will open the land immediately along-
side this railway for settlement, and thus
increasc the traffic on the railway, and at
the sume time we will be taking an impor-
tant step with a view to making our
railways a natiobal system, which, to my
mind, is the only system upon which we
can carry on the railways of the colony.
For these reasons, and without oceupying
more of the time of the House, I
have great pleasure in supporting the
motion.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: I do not think
many members of the House will object
to the purchasing of this railway. The
only question is the question of cost, and
whether we are getting a fair bargain or
not. That is the aspect in which the
question presents itself to my mind; and
I must say the Prewmier, in introducing
this motion, has taken it for granted that
we require no information. I would like
to have been informed that an inventory
has been taken of the rolling stock.

TrE PrEMiER: I told you that the
railway and rolling stock had been valued
at £600,000, and that the whole concern
was valued by our own engineers.

M=z. B. F. SHOLL: Have your own
engineers examined everything ?
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Tur Presigr: Everything, including
sheds, engines, station, and permanent
way.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: I did not quite
understand that. I thought the sum
mentioned was only a rough estimate,
and that our own engineers had not gone
over the rolling stock and made a careful
examination before supplying the figures,

Tre Preanekr: Everything has been
done,

Mz. R. F. SHOLL : It is satisfactory
that our engineers have done this; but it
would have been hetter if their reports
had been placed on the table of the House
for the information of members. I am
pleased indeed to hear that the Govern-
ment have faken this precaution. The
remarks of the member for Nannine were
rather misleading when he said we were
getting such a good bargain, because we
are getting three millien acres of land in
addition to the railway; for, in the next
breath, he said the company could not
sell their land at 10s. per acre.

Mge. IrzineworTH: I said on deferred
payments.

Mer. . F. SHOLL: We pet the
whole of this three million acres
of land, and yet we are told the
company cannot sell at 10s. an acre
on deferred payments. I think the com-
pany know the value of their land a little
better than we do. They have had long
enough to find out the value of the land,
and 1 think the company ure well satis-
fied with the price they are to get from
the Government. With regard to what
the Premier said about the line now
paying interest, we should mot forget
that 1t is at present managed by a
private company, and that private indi-
viduals can work a railway cheaper than
Government officials can do. We should
not lose sight of the fact that the traffic
on this line has enortmously increased in
consequence of the block at Fremantle;
that a great deal of the goods imported
now are landed at Albany, and that is
the reason for the present good position
of the railway. I must say I think it is
the duty of the Governmeut and of the
colony to deal fairly with this company.
They have carried out their contract
loyally under very adverse circumstances.
The value of their estate has been de-
preciated by the action of the present
Government in reducing the value of
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Crown lands and by giving land away, and
also by advancing money for the making of
improvements. Iam notarguing against
the policy of the Government in these re-
spects, but I am pointing out that this
policy has inflicted hardship on the com-
pany. Whenthey took over that land they
valued it at so much an acre, but that
value has been seriously depreciated by
the very liberal land regulations since
introduced by the Government. As a
matter of justice I think that, if we can
possibly get a reasonable bargain, we
ought to take over this property from the
company. We are going pretty fast, this
sesslon, it seems to me. We are talking
now of millions of pounds, where a few
years ago we talked of hundreds. During
this session of Parliament we have in-
creased our national debt to the extent of
something like seven and a half millions
of money. This money is not yet ex-
pended, but it will soon be expended,
and this seven and a half millions will be
followed next session by other millions,
and in course of time, the people who
remain on the land will have to pay the
piper.

THE PreMIER: You don't really believe
that.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL: I shall take good
care, myself, that wy portmanteau is
packed up in time. The Premier says
the Government are crowded out of
Albany and cannct get land for public
purposes; but, on the other hand, it
should not be forgotten that the Govern-
ment are resutning land all over the
colony for pubhic purposes. To say the
Government huve no land at Albany is
no argunient in favour of the purchase of
the railway, for they could purchase land
there, as they have had to do at Perth and
Fremantle. With regard to the deferred
payments which the Premier made rather
a point of, I do not suppose that, when
the Government take over this railway,

they are going to compel these people to

pay up the deferred payments just as the
tenants would have to pay them to the
company,

Tee Premier: T clearly said the con-
trary.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: With regard to
the other land, you said you were en-
titled to the deferred payments.

Tak Premier: Isatd the people would
not have to pay the company.
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Mr. R. F. SHOLL: They paid the |

company, but they will not pay you.

Tae Premier: Yes, they will, at the
rate of 10s. an acre.

Mr. B. F. SHOLL: I take it there
will be some compromise, so that the
lessees of the company will be placed on
the same footing as the lessees of the
Crown in other parts of the colony; and
I do not think we can make much of the
point that 250,000 acres have been sold
on deferred payments.

Toe Premikr : There will be some-
thing to receive, any way.

Mz. R. F.SHOLL: There is one thing,
in purchasiog this railway, that I do not
like, and it is that it is the forerunner of the
purchase of the Midland Railway. Ithink
that is sticking out; and whatever sym-
pathy I may have with this company,
who have carried out their obligations
loyally, T have none for the Midland
Company. I do not oppose this motion,
but I should certainly oppose the pur.
chase of the Midland Railway. In buy-
ing the Great Southern line we get a
fair bargain, and do not want to screw
the company down to any bargain that
would not be fair.

Mr. LOTON: The contruct for the
making of this railway was entered into
11 years ago, when the circumstances of
the colony were very different from what
they are now, and we had a very small
population. The main reason actuating
members ab that time, in assentivg to the
contract, was that it was felt we werenot
n a position to go into the money market
and borrow sufficient capital to constract
this railway. We felt that a private
company would carry on the railway more
economically than the Government could
do; and there is no doubt that, looking
at what it would have cost the country to
make the line, it would have involved the
colony in a very serious liability, as the
line has not been paying any interest on
the outlay for its construction during the
last seven or eight years. Therefore,
although we recognise now that the policy
we followed when this ling was made, 1s
not one we should follow now. Yet it
should be recognised that this policy was
not ungound. While the company have,
I believe, carried out their obligations in
regard to the railway, we hoped, when
the contract for this land-grant railway
was made, the company, being an English
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one, would be able to scttle people from
the old country upon the territory that
was ccded to them, and that the land
grants would be cultivated and developed.
But in this respect we must all regret
that the company have lamentably failed.
To my mind, they have never attempted to
make a success of land settlement, because
they placed such a high value upon these
lands that people could neither buy nor
leuse them. It isto be remembered, so
far as the working of the railway is cen-
cerned, that there is no necessity for the
(tovernment to purchase this line, be.
cause if the trains are not run in accord-
ance with the agreement, the Government
have the right to step in and work the
railway. 'We have not only the right to
work the railway, in defanlt of the com-
pany doing so, but we can inflicta fine of
£100 per day for such default, although
T think it would take a smart lawyer to
collect the money. But although, as I
have said, we are under no obligation to
purchase the railway, and although the
train service must be maintained by the
company, it seems to me that, as long as
the line is in private hands, there will be
no settlement or development, of the land
grants ; and therefore we are buying the
line in order to get these lands iate our
own possession, to make them part of the
public estate of Western Australia, I
imagine that the Engineer-in-Chief’s esti-
mate of what it would cost to make this
line at the present tine, namely, £600,000,
is a fair one. The line cost close upon a
million of money, but at that time the
cost of railway constroction was higher
than it 1s at the present time. Say it
would cost £600,000 for the line and
equipment at the present time, we shall
get also the two and three-quarter
millions of acres of land ; butIam afraid
that, to a certuin extent, some of the best
of this land hus been sold under con-
ditional purchase. The Premier has told
us that 83,129 acres have been con-
ditionally purchased, and we may assume
that of the remainder of the quarter of a
million acres which the companv have
disposed of, 180,000 acres have been sold
outright. [The PremiEr: Yes.] There-
fore we shall not huve the best land to
take over. But the lowest estimuate of
the value of the land we shall get back
is s, per acre; and if it were selected
under the regulations of the Lands
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Department, on deferred payment, it
would Dlring sixpence per acre for
twenty years, or 10s. per acre. But tak-
ing the land to be worth only 5s. per acre,
we shall, if the line is worth £600,000,
get value for our money, and over and
above that we shall get control of this
land which has been locked up. T donot
think there will be a dissentient voice on
the question of buying the line. The
company have had the lund grants for
eleven vears, and have not settled them.
They have wanted too much money for
them, and that is the reason they make
us this offer. If the company could deal
with the lands at a profit, you may depend
upon it they would net come to the Gov-
ernment of West Australia to buy their
railway from them. The member for the
(Fascoyne appears to be afraid of the
Midland line being purchased; but if
that could be done in this sessionm, it
would be one of the best things that ever
Lappened to this country. The Midland
Company are just going on in the same
way-as the (Great Southern Company, for
they are doing nothing practical with the
land, and the condition of the people
upon it could not be worse. We had
some hopes that the Governor of Victoria
was going to buy 50,000 acres of the land,
but I fear he has changed his mind.
During the eleven years the company
bave had the land between Beverley and
Albany, they have practically done
nothing with it; and even the pastoral
lessees, who used to oceupy this tract of
country when it belonged to the Crown,
and which ought to feed 40,000 or 50,000
sheep, have had to give up their holdings
because they could get no security of
tenure, and their rents have been greatly
ineréased. I should he glad, indeed, if
this House were in a position to acquire
the Midland Railway under the terms of
that agreement. As one who had some-
thing to do with the framing of the
original agreement between the Govern-
ment and the Great Southern Company,
T cordially support the motion before the
House.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse}: I think
no more important subject has come be-
fore the House this session than the
motion now before us, not excepiing the
Loan Bill and the Coolgardic Water-
works Bill. I may say that, in bringing
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forward this motion, the Government ask
Parliament to emancipate at least 5,000
people whe, for n period of cleven years,
have been under the government of the
Great Southern Company; that is to
suy, they bave had a foreign landlord,
and were not able to participate in the
liberal regulations of the Lands Depart-
meunt, or in any of the concessions which
have been granted to holders of land
under the Crown. The Great Southern
Railway runs through three of the largest
electorates of the colony, one of which I
have the honour to represent; and I may
say the people residing in those districts
will hail, with the greatest satisfaction, the
passing of this motion, for it will enable
them to enjoy the advantages and privi-
leges of our land laws, and of the
Agricultural Bank Act, from the benefits
of which, up to the present time, they
have been shut out. Neither have they
had any voice in the management of the
railway, its freights, time-table, or such
matters as the provision of cold storage.
In regard to the railway itself, it has been
stated that the line is not in good con-
dition ; but we have the report of one of
our engineers to show that the railway is
in good condition. Of course there wers
some defective sleepers, which I have no
doubt are to be found in every line; but
most of them have been replaced, and
consequently the line is almost in a new
state again. I think the way in which
the train service has been carried out
affords proof that the line must be in
a pretty fuir state. With regard to the
rolling stock, it has been well kept, and
the Locomotive Superintendent of my
department tells me the rolling stock is
in excellent condition. No doubt some
of the locomotives, owing to the great
strain placed on them during the last
twelve months, will need minor repairs;
but the locomotives are of the best make
and type, as you will admit when I tell
you they are all by the renowned firm of
Beyer, Peacock, & Co., who are so full
of orders that we cannot indent fromn
them at the present time. The buildings
of the Great Southern Railway Company
are also in good order. As the Premier
hus pointed out, the foreshore of the
harbour at Albany belongs to the com-
pany, and will be acquired with this
purchase. It has been a very sore point
with the people of Albany that the fore-
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shore should be in the hands of the
company; and those who have watched
the course of events will remember the
part taken in connection with this matter
by our late lamented friend, Mr. De
Hamel, as far back as five years ago,
when this important subject which has
caused so much tronble was prominently
before the public. Now, under the con-
ditions of this purchase, the foresbore is
released, which will be a great benefit to
the town of Albany, and will euable us
to counect the town jetty with the rail-
way, and give us possession of the
harbour. It will also coable us to
further extend our railway system and
provide extensive storage accommodation
for the Customs Department, in view of
the increasing busivess that will be done
at the port of Albany when the Great
Southern line belongs to the Govern-
ment.  We shall also bhave room for
locomotive shops, and when all the im-
provements are carried out they will be
of great advantage to the port of Albany,
The increase that has taken place in the
traffic over the line during the last six
months is very satisfactory, and the
currcut half-year should furnish still
better returns owing to the large number
of people who are travelling to the
Easteru colonies during the December
quarter. In regard to what has been
said about the land sold by the company,
I would point out that a large propurtion
of what has been alienated is held undar
conditional purchase, the deferred pay-
ments for which, up to 10s. per acre, the
price of conditional purchases from the
Crown, will be payable to the Treasurer
during the remaining 13 years of the de-
ferred payments. Although, as some
hon. members have pointed out, some of
the best land granted to the company has
been parted with, there are still many
thousands of acres of the most valuable
blocks available, for the reason that the
company wanted such a high price for
them that selectors eculd not take them
up. This has especially heen the case at
‘Wagin, where, out of the 250,000 acres in
the fertile tract belonging to the company,
only 20,000 acres have heen selected,
The whole of that land is of good agri-
cultural quality, and will be rapidly
settled now that it is to be in the hands
of the Crown. The land at Katanning,
too, comes back to us, because the com-
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pany wanted £2 per acre for it, at which
price my own firm bought some; but no
doubt there were others who would have
liked to take up some of this excellent
piece of country, hut had not enough
money to pay for it. There is one thing
which the PPremier omitted to mention,
namely, that the purchase money of
£1,100,000 includes L0OO wagons and four
saloon carriages, which have been ordered,
and are to be taken -over by us when
they arrive. The value of this rolling
stock s ahout £10,000; so that it is a
fairly good asset in connection with the
purchase. The Premier pointed out that
the three-quarters receipts of this year
from the GQreat Southern Railway
amounted to about £55,000; and as the
December guarter is the best of the year,
we may expect to receive £20,000, making
about £75,000 for the whole year, owing
to the ingreage in the passenger traffic
that always takes place in the last quarter
of the year. Iwish to peint out that we
shall be able to deal with a much larger
traftic on the line than the company have
been able to do, as they have been short
of rolling stock, and unable to take full
advantage of the increase in the goods
trafic, which I am very glad to see, and
which I hope will continue. We intend
fo relieve the pressure of the goods
trafic at Fremantle more than we were
able to do while the Great Southern line
was in private bands, and we shall receive
& great deal of cargo from the port of
Albany. I hope the jealousy between
Fremantle and Albany, which I believe
has been due to the fact that Albany has
not been looked upon ag a port of the
colony while the foreshores were owned
by the railway company, will now cease
to exist. I hope the people of the colony
will benefit from Albany becoming, in the
fullest sense, a port of the colony, and
that the people of Albany will also he
benefited. I may say that, when the
purchase of the line was first mooted, the
people of Albany were not favourable to
the project, because they fenred that out
of regard for centralisation and the in-
terests of Perth and Fremantle, the train
service would be reduced ; but they have
come to know how groundless are their
fears in that direction, and to look upon
the matter in the right light. When the
orders now issued for supplies of rolling
stock are executed, we shall be better able



946 Proposed Purchase :

to deal with the traffic than we are now;
and in spite of what has heen said of
the company being able to work the line
more economically than the Government,
we shall endeavour to keep the working
expenses below what the company have
done. They have worked the line with
51 per cent. of working expeunses, while
we have worked our railways at 49 per
cent.; but, of course, we have had ex-
ceptional advantages, Taking into con-
sideration the improved service that we
shall introduce, I do not expect we shall do
it under 50 per cent. of working expenses.
I hope we shall be able to carry out thag
service for 60 per cent. or thereabouts, for
the first year,until we get into the ronning.
I do not see why we should not be able to
to do it. One thing was mentioned by the
member for Nannine, that if we did not
buy this railway now we should have to
buy it at a much greater price ata future
time. I am confident that is so; and
althongh the purchase price now agread
upon may appear a large sum to pay for
this railway and the lands of the com-
pany, still the payment of this amount
would be inereased probably 25 per cent.
if the purchase were left over for another
year or two. If we believe the country is
going to make the progress we hope it
will, then this railway must become still
more valuable fo us as time goes on; and
by even admitting that the mail steamers
way not continue to call at Albany, as it
is said they are willing to call at Fre-
mantle, and even admitting that the port
of Esperance will be opened up and
considerably improved, still there will be
a large traffic through the port of Albany.
If we are going to advance as we are now
doing, and as we hope to do, there is a
great future for Albany; and by having
this railway in our hands we shall be
able to deal with the immense traffic
there. If we had left this bargain a few
months longer, we should have had to
pay another £250,000 for acquiring the
company’s property; and it is better not
to risk the annoyance and delays we
should have to put up with if the com-
pany held this railway any longer. With
regrard to the rate of interest, it has been
pointed out that we shall be able to obtain
sufficient from the railway revenue to pay
the working expenses und the interest on
the capital, and that, I think, has been
proved to-night. [ am sure hon. members
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are satisfied on that point. Most hom.
members are perhaps quite satisfied with
what has been said, and I need not trouble
yvouwith any more points; but asyou know,
it is proposed to build a railway from
Pinjarrah to Marradong, and that this
line will probably connect with the Great

Southern Railwuy at some convement
point; therefore, looking at the fact that
it will be desirable at some future time
to connect the Marradong Railway with
the Great Southern Railwuy, I say if we
did not possess this railway we could not,
in fairness, carry a railway near the line
of this company, because we should be
taking away some of their business, and
if we found it desirable to conunect with
their line, we should be connecting with
the line of a foreign company. We havo
also to look to our mineral resources in
that extensive district, and I may say
that geologists have expressed the opinion
that the district of the Great Southern
Railway is worth prospecting, but there
is no 1nducement given to prospectors
for minerals in that district, under the
conditions laid down by this company.
But if we possessed the railway and the
lands adjacent fo it, and if inducements
were offered similax to the liberal induce-
ments offered in other wmineral districts
of the coleny, there would be mduce-
ments for prospectors to look for minerals
in that extensive district. Taking every-
thing into consideration, I think it is wise
that the House should agree to the pur-
chase of the railway and lands of this
company; aud I thiok it is admitted by
all hon. members who have expressed
opinions on the question in this debate
that we are doing the right thing in
taking over this property, and I am sure
the country will be guite satisfied with
the result, as far as the working of the
railway is concerned. I have given you
the history of the seftlement fromm time
to time; but I would like to point out
again that it has often been said the
country through which this railway
passes has not been settled as rapidly
as it might be. I have said there
are quite 5,000 people hetween Beverley
and Albany, and most of them are living
along the railway and deserve considera-
tion from the Government. That con-
sideration can be given in 1o better way
than by this House agreeing to the
motion which has been submitted by the
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Premier, by which sou will emancipate
the people throughout that district. 1T
leave the matter in the hands of the
House, and I think hon. members will
deal fairly with the subject, and will
approve of the motion.

Me. LEFROY : The important matter
embodied in this motion has such an
interast for me, as hon. members know,
that I need not apologise for the few
remarks I have to make at this late
hour. I cannot help feeling pleased that
the negotiations which have been pending
between the CGreat Southern Railway
Company and the Government, for some
time past, have apparently reached this
position, that the Government are uble to
bring forward this -motion for the con-
sideration of hon. members. My opimon
with regard to land-grant ralways is
well known te hon. members, as I have
expressed it on more than one occasion
in this House. I have always betn of
opinion that this policy of huilding rail-
ways on the land-gront system would be
found to be o mistake. I have felt that
in many instances a compaosy would, in
sach a case, first ruin the people along
the line and then ruin themselves. In
thig instance, this opinion appears to
have come true, for we have heard that
many settlers have been obliged to leave
their holdings along the line of the
Great Southern Railway, abandoning the
pastoral arcas they had leased from the
Government, and have had to sell their
flocks and herds and retire, because the
conditions required by this company would
not permit thein to carry on their oceu-
pation with success. Now the company
are not exactly ruined, but at any rate
their work is ruined, and they have to
sell out to others. I was pleased to hear
this evening the sympathy expressed by
hon. members on hoth sides of the House,
more especially from the Treasury bench,
with regard to the people who occupy
positions along this railway and in the
country which it ig proposed to purchase.
We have heard one member on the
Treasury bench say these people expect
to be emancipated—a word used, I believe,
only with regard to slavery—he says
these people expect to be emancipated
by the passing of this motion for
authoriging the purchase of the Great
Southern Railway and
the company.

the lands of '
It may well be under- | morning, have flashed to them the news
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stood what my feelings have been,
when I addressed hon. members with
regard to acquiring a tract of country
and the railway running through it, held
under similar conditions in another part
of the colony. I am glad to bear that
the Premier vealises that the people of
the country between Beverley and Albany
are under foreign landlords. I am
pleased that he realises that fact; and I
hope that, within a short time, he will be
able to bring negotiations to the same
stage they have reached here, as regards
that other question which, as hon. mem-
bers know, is very dear to my heart. I
hope the Premier will have the same
kind of pleasure, on a future oceasion, in
submitting o amotion to this House em-
bodying the same principle in regard to
another land-grant railwuy company. I
belicve the advantage 1o the colony will
be great, for I think that, under the
Government, o Jarge settlement will take
place on this country, and that a large
number of people there will he added
to the producers and the consumers
among our population. There is oue
thing I should like to see done in
regard to the Great Southern Railway and
Iands, and it is that, if it were possi-
ble, the money we shall derive from
the sale of those lands which are being
taken over from the company should be
invesied in some way, 80 as to repay the
principal of the amount borrowed for the
purchase. I should like to see some
system established by which that can be
done, becanse 1t must be remembered
that we do not inherit those lands or
that railway, and we are not heirs to the
estate we are purchasing. I think it is
the duty of the country to see that we
are in a position to pay the interest
annually, and repay the prineipal within
i given time, Therefore, if it were
possible, it would be well if some arrange-
ment could be made by which money
that came in from the sale of land should
be placed at interest and deposited, so as
to repay the principal of this amount.
I am pleased there is so much un-
anmimity of opinion with regard to this
matter ; and T cannot help offering my
congratulations to the people who live
alony this railway on the fact that this
motion has now come before the House,
and that they will, before to-morrow
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that it has passed through the Legislative
Assembly.

Me. RANDELL: As a member of the
gelect committee who, many years ago,
had this matéer before them, I rise only
to say that, with a good deal of pleasure,
I find we have arrived at this point,
though I did think we should have been
4 considerably longer time in arriving
at it. 'We should remember, in these
changing cirenmstances of the colony,
that if the railway from Beverley to
Albany had not been constructed on the
land-grant system, we should not have
been likely to construct a railway
through that eountry so early as it has
been done. I look back with satisfaction
at the part I took in that select
committeg, in trying to secure for the
conntry the best possible terms in its
interests; and, as the Prewmier will re-
member, we had a hard fight in securing
what we did, for protecting the interests
of the country, inasmuch as some mem-
bers of the committee were desirous of
giving everything. However, after the
very able and lucid explanation of all the
circumstances we have had from the
Premier on this occasion, there is no need
for any lengthy remarks; because I thivk
it is satisfactory that we are getting back
into our own hands this very important
work, and we may expect that the coming
back of these lands under our own control
will be fraught with very beneficial
consequences to the whole colony. I
trust such may be the case, and that we
shall not regret the step we are about to
take in agreeing to the purchasc of
this property. I believe the House is
unapimouns that it is in the interests of
this country the purchage should be
made, and I think the price to be paid is
a high one, yet for the good of the
country it should be paid. I do not
think this House or the country desires
to drive a hard bargain with people who
have had to contend with difficulties ever
since the inception of the work and the
formation of the company.

Mz, CLARKSON: I have very much
pleasure in supporting the motion, and I
hope the time is not far distant when we
shall have an opportunity of supporiing
2 motion to the same effect in regard to
the Midland Railway. There is no getting
away from the fact that these companies
have not done what the colony expected
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of them; that they have not settled the
fands. The W.A. Land Company have
not settled people along their railway,

" and I am glad to have an opportunity of

supporting a motion for buying them out.

Mz. SOLOMON: 1 am glad to be able
to support this motion, for I think it is
one of the most important motions of the
session. There is, no doubt, a greal deal
of dissatisfaction caused by the manage.
ment of this railway. I feel it my duty,
in a matter like this, to give the Govern-
ment my support, as the proposal is one
which will be unanimously accepted by
the people.

Mz. GEORGE: I shall support the
motion.

Motion put and passed, without dissent.

Ordered, that the resolution be trans-
mitted to the Legislative Council, for
their concurrence.

AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION
ENABLING BILL.
THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

TLOANS CONSOLIDATION BILL.

The House went into committee to
consider the Bill.

IN COMMITTEE.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said there were cerfain amendments to
be made in the Bill, and perhaps it
would be convenient if the Bill were
reported, and ordered to be re-printed
with the smendments. He moved accord-
ingly.

E];&Ila:. R. I SHOLL asked whether the
Premier was in order in moving as he
had done. The House had gone into
committee to consider a Bill which was
not ready. If some of the figures were
wrong, it might happen that many others
of them were wrong.

Question put and passed.

Bill reported, with amendments agreed
to in committee pro formd.

Ordered, that the Bill be reprinted
with the amendments, and be reconsidered
in committee at the next mttmg of the
House.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-28, p.m.,
until next day.



